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Presentation

W e, who are part of the editorial staff responsible for the 
publication of Papeles de POBLACIÓN, would like to share with 
the readers two relevant items of news: the fi rst is that this 

publication won the 2008 “Juan Carlos Portantiero” Second Contest of 
the Fund for the Support of Social Sciences Journals of Latin America and 
the Caribbean, called by the Latin American Council of Social Sciences 
(CLACSO); the second item is that this year the journal has been accepted 
in Scopus, an important database of abstracts and scientifi c literature, a 
fact that will indubitably increase the visibility of the articles we publish. 
Since we won the award by Claso, this issue is edited with the endorsement 
of this institution. One of the aspects considered in the Clacso award is 
linked to the trajectory of this journal, which is based upon the confi dence 
of the community devoted to demographic studies that has been given to 
everyone in this editorial endeavor, either authors, referees, members of 
the Editorial Council and the very partners who take part in proofreading, 
designing and distributing the journal. We recognize all of them for their 
contribution to the enormous prestige earned by Papeles de POBLACIÓN and 
the Autonomous University of the State of Mexico. 

Some of the keys to explain the permanence and quality of the journal 
are to be found in the enthusiasm of the staff and the support from university 
authorities; another is the credibility that our journal has gained in broad 
academic, political and social sectors; and the most important:the scientifi c 
community requires a means to disseminate that allows communication 
between the different trends of thought that analyze the population in the 
current world. 

This issue is structured in four sections: fi rstly, works dealing with 
demographic facts associated with marriage are included; secondly, 
migration and its diverse readings in recent scenarios and the identity 
processes in urban contexts; thirdly, we include works on demographic 
ageing; and fi nally, works that emphasize historical facts and socio-
demographic sources in the early XXI century. 
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Most of the countries in Latin America are in the fi nal stage of their 
demographic transition and many of the changes these countries currently 
experience head for the so called second demographic transition. So, we 
have that as for the model of union formation, there is a postponement 
of life as a single person (not united), increase in divorces and de facto 
separations, as well as a increase in free unions, mainly at young ages. 
This last expresses a blatant de-institutionalization of the wedlock, 
which makes room for the increase of children born out of it, especially 
outside conventional marriage. Now, if the increase in free unions would 
be interpreted as an advance of the second demographic transition, it 
is necessary, in the fi rst place, to distinguish if it is a progression of the 
traditional free union, rooted in the most vulnerable social sectors, or else, 
it is modern free union, whose meaning pinpoints at the emancipation of 
women and better equality between sexes. In this logic, in the fi rst section 
we found the work by Luis López Ruiz, Albert Esteve and Anna Cabré, 
from the University of Barcelona, who on the basis of microdata from the 
1970 and 2000 census rounds set out to compare consensual and marital 
unions in function of their schooling homogamy. In their analysis they 
apply a model of log-linear regression to control the structural factors 
related to the distribution by schooling level of the spouses and research 
whether they present differentiated homogamy patterns. The results show 
that differences between both types of union are non-signifi cant. In this 
same sense, Norma Ojeda, researcher from Colegio de la Frontera Norte, 
studies the attitudes and perceptions of Mexican youths on free union and 
marriage. She analyzes students from two public high schools in the City 
of Tijuana, Baja California, and concludes there is a high level of disbelief 
among men and women on the existence of clear comparative advantages 
between marriage and free union. Likewise, the youngest are convinced 
that pre-marriage coexistence contributes to marital stability. Finally, 
the qualitative analysis shows that the perceptions of female teenagers 
interviewed on the pros and cons of free union and marriage are based on 
different-level referents. 

In the second section Nancy Elizabeth Carpinetti, from the National 
University of Lujan, states that Tierra de Fuego, the southernmost province 
of Argentina, has experienced as from the 1980’s a spectacular demographic 
unfolding. The analysis is inseparable from the policies of industrial 
promotion implemented in the region, which have decisively infl uenced 
on its social and economic evolution. With data starting in the 1990’s 
decade, the author describes the composition of the provincial population 



April / June 20093

emphasizing the analysis of the migratory component and taking into 
account the occupational insertion and the time of migration. On her own, 
María de Jesús Santiago Cruz, from Colegio de Posgraduados, analyzes the 
current dynamic of international rural migration, taking the case of rural 
migration from Campeche to the United States. The results allow seeing 
the acceleration of migration in the last fi ve years; as well as verifying 
that most of the migrants were incorporated into the labor market before 
leaving. In the structure of family income, remittances hold a central place 
and infl uence on the distribution of rural income. It is demonstrated that in 
the logic of the migrants, remittances are seen as a means to secure a life 
level for their families and are not explicitly destined for productive ends. 
Separately, Débora Betrisey, from Complutense University of Madrid, 
analyzes the migratory experiences of Japanese people living in Madrid 
with different social positions. The author wants to recover the experiences 
as relevant aspects in the symbolical struggles which progressively 
construct positions, practices and identities of some groups compared with 
others in urban environments.

In the third section we have the research by Diego Enrique González 
Galbán and Humberto González Galbán from Ofi cina Nacional de 
Estadísticas de Cuba and Colegio de La Frontera Norte, respectively, 
who show how population in Cuba has started its decrease and thereby its 
ageing process. The authors create different socio-demographic scenarios 
for the island, in views of providing elements to formulate policies that 
allow modifying or counteracting the undesired effects of the undergoing 
demographic tendencies in said country. On his own, Diego Sánchez 
González, from the Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon, analyzes the 
problems of ageing in the inhabited space (household and neighborhood) 
for the elderly in Granada, one of the oldest in Spain from the demographic 
viewpoint. The author found that the habitability of the environmental 
factor for the elderly in the city is determined by the spatial experience, 
which relates socioeconomic factors and those of spatial subjectivity. The 
conclusions highlight the worsening of the socio-spatial problems of the 
elderly in the face of gerontological planning in the cities.

In the fourth section Georgina Yolotl Gallardo Hurtado and Lizbeth 
Margarita Osorno García, from the Autonomous Technological Institute of 
Mexico and HSBC, respectively, examine the demographic characteristics 
of the population of the Village of Toluca, especially, mortality and fertility 
for the 1684-1760 period. And fi nally, Jorge Fernández Ruiz, researcher 
from Colegio de Mexico, analyzes the relationship between reading books 
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and diverse demographic characteristics, making use of econometric 
techniques and data from 2006 National Survey on Reading. The results 
of the regression exercises of the multivariable kind verify the infl uence 
of age, schooling, socioeconomic level and education from the mother as 
important explanatory variables for an individual to read books. The author 
also found that such a probability substantially increases as maternal 
schooling increases.

This issue of Papeles de POBLACIÓN is a testimonial and an achievement of 
a joint effort both of the authors and readers, as well as of UAEM, higher 
education institution that continues improving in spite of the adversities 
and skepticism of some.

Juan Gabino González Becerril
Director of Papeles de POBLACIÓN


