
October / December 2008
1

Presentation

lobal change has generated a number of challenges for demography; 
they include the estimation of international migration, new urbanization 
processes and public health issues; these topics turn out utterly G

important for population studies. Approaching these topics does not only respond 
to the need of having a better understanding of their effects in the context of 
the systemic globalization of demographic change nowadays, the rearrangements 
and new dilemmas they pose are also important: said approaching also makes 
demographers and social scientists observe the population from the viewpoint of 
both micro-demography and macro-demography, which are two concrete working 
ways. The first consists in a demography with the privilege of working from 
the top and from afar, at a national and planetary scale; conversely, the second 
consists in interviewing people and following them repeatedly and continuously, 
if necessary, along their entire lives. This perspective sometimes has a feature 
of anthropological observation, as it is increasingly necessary since individual 
behaviors escape the institutional forms to take cover in informal and private 
arrangements. 

In the present issue, Papales de Población features four sections that are 
identified with some of the aforementioned trends. The first section makes use of 
mathematical instruments to state the challenges of indigenous demography and 
observe the interaction of two populations. Then we devote a section to migratory 
topics, such as migration toward the U.S., remittances and development, and 
migratory control in Spain. The third section includes topics related to public 
polices and the comprehension of the dynamic of populations at a macro and 
a greater disaggregation level. And the final section is composed of documents 
directed by gender perspective in the sphere of health, both keeping a record of 
violence and personal self-care of diabetes mellitus. 

This number opens with the article by Manuel Ordorica, researcher from El 
Colegio de México, who from demography studies the extinction of populations 
that speak an indigenous language, whose traditions, cultures and forms of social 
and economic organization heavily influence their demographic evolution, which 
distinguishes from that of other groups. Hence, Ordorica Mellado underscores 
the possible disappearance of diverse populations that speak native languages. 
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According to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), more than 2 thousand 500 out of the six thousand existing languages 
on earth are endangered. A central element in this erosion has a political nature: 
the unwillingness of the groups in power to recognize and validate the rights of 
indigenous populations, so as to make it possible to restore the historic debt with 
peoples native to Mexico. Additionally, the disappearance of these populations 
may be interpreted as a consequence of decades of domination of an economic 
policy, excluding in nature and particularly offensive for native peoples; as an 
inertia of the political project, which for years was imposed in our country, where 
public education was used as a vehicle of ideological reproduction and where 
there was neither place for ethnical nor cultural differences, and even as a noxious 
remainder of the colonial past of our country. Said elements, thereby, are reflected 
on a social environment where discrimination and stigmatization of indigenous-
language speakers prevail, and where these are considered disadvantageous 
before Spanish language, which consequentially depletes their inter-generational 
transmission cycles. 

Elvio Accinelli, from the Autonomous University of San Luis Potosi; Juan 
Gabriel Brida, from the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano; Edgar J. Sánchez 
Carrera, from “Richard M. Goodwin” Faculty, in Italy; and Lionello F. Punzo, 
from the Department of Economics of the University of Siena, propose a 
mathematical model to analyze the interaction of two populations which feed 
upon a common space of resources. Every interaction might be structured in two 
(or more) “clubs” of members who share social and economic interest as for the 
management of resources. 

The second section, devoted to international migration, starts with the article 
by Jesús Arroyo Alejandre and David Rodríguez Álvarez, from the University 
of Guadalajara, who analyze the relation between Mexican migration toward the 
U.S., remittances and development, from a regional-study approach, and deem 
migration a fundamental component of socioeconomic functionality between 
settlements. Especially based on the argumentations of the movement theory, they 
analyze remittances in their demographic context and prove their hypotheses with 
econometric models in the fashion of Cobb-Douglas function. On his own, Humberto 
Márquez Covarrubias, from the Autonomous University of Zacatecas, analyzes 
the complex relation between underdevelopment and labor force exportation, 
concatenating two key processes: the dismantlement of labor sovereignty and 
dependency on remittances. Since he concedes explanatory primacy to the complex 
issue of development over migratory dynamic, he argues that Mexico becomes an 
American labor reservoir, at the time that economic exclusion, depopulation and 
cancelation of alternatives for development take place in the Mexican Republic. 
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Finally, Daniela Vono de Vilhena, Andreu Domingo i Valls and María Helena 
Bedoya, from the Autonomous University of Barcelona, examine the effects of 
European migratory controls on Latin American heading for Spain. 

The third section in this Papeles de Población issue opens with an essay by Alicia 
Ziccardi, from the Institute of Social Researches of the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, who inquires into the new context wherein social policies 
operate, including the institutional capacities of local governments to design 
and apply this sort of programs in Mexican cities, and into how the participation 
of citizens in them must be conceived. Rosana Baeninger and Ricardo Ojima, 
researchers from the University of Campinas, present tendencies on demographic 
growth of the metropolitan zones of Brazil to contribute to the debate on the 
peripheral pattern of urban population which allows supporting the emergence 
of metropolitan poly-centers in the so called ‘region-cities’. Sofía Ares, from the 
National University of Mar del Plata, unravels the role of demographic components 
in the growth of populations located south from Mar del Plata. On their own, 
Ángeles Arjona Garrido and Juan Carlos Checa Olmos study segregation in what 
they call a micro-ecologic environment, from their observing of taking seats in a 
bus and concluding there exists segregation regarding origin, density and gender, 
as variables that predict segregation. 

In the fourth section, the essay by Sara Yaneth Fernández approaches the topic 
of keeping a record of cases of gender violence that reach public-sector hospitals 
in Mexico City, which are not fully accounted for due to the delay of the statistical 
information system, the naturalization and “invisibleness” of gender violence; 
moreover, the author inquires into the reasons and circumstances because of 
which this crime is not correctly recorded in the chain of health care services. 
At the same time Laura Trujillo, Austreberta Nazar, Emma Zapata and Erin 
Estrada, from the Autonomous University of Chiapas, University of Texas and 
the National Autonomous University of Mexico, respectively, propose a typology 
of domestic groups in order to analyze the ways in which gender relations shape 
interactions that generate uneven opportunities for personal self-care of diabetes 
mellitus between men and women, with a qualitative methodology. 

Papeles de POBLACIÓN keeps in this issue its commitment to the objectives which 
made it appear, it has become a plural platform, open to academic debate in the 
field of socio-demography 
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