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history of the new demographic processes in the context of the world crisis, whose 
effects are and will be multifaceted on the population. An economic crisis which 
will divide, even deeper, the population into wealthy and poor, thus aggravating 
the social polarization that has been created by the neoliberal model alone. In 
this context, our journal will respect the inter-, multi- and trans-disciplinary 
approaches of the authors, as they are perspectives this publication has made its 
own, to the extent they are part of the identity of the authors and readers, all of 
which agree on Papeles de POBLACIÓN being an analysis and critical discussion space 
for the specialists in demography, with topics that have to do with the policies of 
population, figures of national importance such as fertility, mortality, domestic 
and international migration, among others. Because of this, the recently-made 
asseveration uttered by one of the most important demographers of our America 
is not exaggerated, in the sense that Papeles de POBLACIÓN has become the analytic 
conscience of the demographers from Latin America.  

The emergence of the topic of international migration between Mexico and the 
United States, as an immediate consequence of the world financial crisis speaks of 
the pertinence of observing this phenomenon with greater attention; for instance, 
the official estimation of international migration, on which there are valid reasons 
to challenge its precision, has large economic, demographic, social and political 
implications in our country and in the United States. The inaccuracies in the 
figures have been a constant these days. It is enough to see that in the media it is 
expressed that between 200 thousand and a million people will return from the 
U.S.; this is a range too broad to know the right amount of returns. There is also 
a discussion on the predictable diminution of Mexican migrants and other Latin 
American countries towards the U.S. and the reduction of remittances, elements 
which may have implications in the balance of payments and the conditions 
of life of many households or families in Mexico and Central America which 

Presentation

T he journal Papeles de POBLACIÓN has accounted for demographic, social, 
economic and political transitions or changes in the contemporary 
world; this journal also undergoes renovation in its efforts to register the 
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depend on them. In this very moment, the governments do not have any answer 
to this situation, neither in the ejecting nor in the recipient places. In this context, 
the theories have found their weaknesses to understand the flow of individuals 
and the analysis of the basic cell of society, namely, the family. This cracks the 
traditional schema to comprehend the household, such as it has been traditionally 
conceived, and it means there is not a conceptual, methodological and empirical 
leadership to grasp the reality of the households of international migrants. This 
implies that socio-demography, as well its analysis of the household, has before 
it great challenges to incorporate into its studies these new household categories, 
including the comprehension of the perception, in the recipient countries, of the 
immigrants and their human rights.  

The capitalist model, because of its nature, segments the population into 
different strata, this is to say, it excludes the most of the population from the 
benefits it generates. The model creates inequalities at all levels; it is based 
on the belief that the invisible hand of the market gives order to economy and 
therefore, achieves distribution in an automatic manner; nevertheless, several 
analyses on inequality point out that many are the excluded, discriminated, 
relegated populations whose elemental rights for their optimal performance are 
systematically denied. 

The so-called ‘global village’ has a demographic base which cannot be 
disregarded by any recent analysis; the world population, which barely 40 years 
ago (1960) was 3000 million people, reached, by the turn of the century, the 
figure of 6000 million; this growth implies an important redistribution of the 
population on the Globe, and in the context of globalization, its study is also one 
of the pending agendas for demographers. 

These are some of the topics we present in this issue, which are comprised 
in three parts. In the first one, Rodolfo Corona, researcher from El Colegio de la 
Frontera Norte, and Rodolfo Tuirán, from the Secretariat of Public Education, 
use a set of Mexican and U.S. information sources to challenge official data and 
support that the flow of Mexican migrants in the course of the first years of this 
century is below or circa 400 thousand people a year, a figure that turns out much 
lower than the official estimation; in the opinion of the aforementioned authors, 
the elements provided in their document are sufficient to demand a careful 
revision of the official estimation of the net migratory balance for the 2000-2005 
period. In this same section, Miguel Moctezuma Longoria, from the autonomous 
University of Zacatecas, from the process of international migration and the 
reproduction of the domestic space, articulates broader social processes, proposes 
an innovative idea of research, classification and analysis of households and the 
migratory process of Mexicans toward the United States. This classification is 
based upon three categories which proposes to analyze the migrant families both 
in the origin of migration and its destination place; and it suggests the families 
change from being unified to disperse, and later from disperse to unified. 
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The collective article by Ana Buriano Castro, Silvia Dutrénit Bielous and 
Guadalupe Rodríguez de Ita, all of them from Dr. José María Luis Mora Institute 
of Research, proposes to examine and value in a comparative manner the Inter-
American and international instruments of protection of asylum and refuge, 
which were called upon by the Argentine and Uruguayan politically repressed 
people in the 1970’s and 1980’s decades, the recognition of these instruments 
and their application in the Mexican State, the limits imposed by its domestic 
and foreign policies facing the concrete experience and the actual efficacy of the 
protecting instruments to deal with new realities and repressive actions. David 
Delgado Montaldo, from the University of Barcelona, concludes that among the 
Costa Rican population there is a heavy valuing bias, most of the times negative, 
towards immigrant population. In this sense, the stigmas towards these groups 
may be understood as a problem that affects society as a whole, to the extent that 
all the groups in it are susceptible to be its victims or producers. This means, the 
stigmatization of migrants is not proper to developed countries, as it also occurs 
in developing countries. 

In the second part we include articles which refer to inequality, marginalization 
and poverty. Orlandina de Oliveira and Minor Mora Salas, researchers from El 
Colegio de México, take up the challenge of analyzing the process of transition 
to adulthood in contemporary Mexico; their study gives an account of the order, 
occurrence proportions and the risk of seven events associated to the change 
from youth to adulthood; they question on the empirical scope of the normative 
transition model as a heuristic resource to study said phenomenon. The research 
reveals that the transition to adulthood is a complex process, not exempt in its 
form, content and temporariness from the conditioners derived from a society 
whose social relations are immersed in a context of stark social unevenness. 
On her own, Gabriela V. Gomez Rojas, from the University of Buenos Aires, 
explores social stratification and incorporates into the social class measurement 
schemas working women, both those who are heads of family and those who are 
not. Efrén Sandoval Hernández, doctor candidate from the Center of Research 
and Higher Education on Social Anthropology – Mexico City, analyzes the 
location of the sectors in poverty and extreme poverty in the Metropolitan 
Area of Monterrey, which are generally migrants. Karina Batthyány from the 
University of the Republic of Uruguay, analyzes poverty and social inequalities 
with a gender perspective. Then, Cristina Vanessa Juárez and Gilberto Aboites, 
from the Autonomous University of Coahuila, study the changes occurred in the 
labor market of the metropolitan area of Saltillo during the 1992-2002 period 
in order to determine differences as for the amplitude of the sector occupations 
which currently women have access to; they state that it is pertinent to carry out 
descriptions with theoretical and methodological diversity, since this is how it is 
possible to prove several hypothesis on the topic. 
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In the third section, Mercedes Alcañiz, from Jaume I de Castellón University, 
seeks a description of the world population having as a reference the current 
context and its spatial distribution by continents, proposing future scenarios 
which pose great challenges on every kind of regional order in a globalized 
context. The collective article delivered by Santiago Gómez Cardona, Paula 
Andrea Hinestroza Blandón and Guberney Muñetón Santa, all of them from the 
University of Antioquia, presents a newfangled methodology called ‘isonomy’ to 
analyze the processes of population distribution in the Department of Antioquia, 
in the Republic of Colombia, through the structures of the population last names. 

These articles present theoretical methodological innovations which appear 
as an alternative vision of the socio-demographic processes in a context of 
continual movement and sudden changes; all of this manifests and promotes the 
process of theorization and empirical research of the population and its multiple 
interrelations. 

Additionally, in views of facilitating the correct work of cataloging the articles 
in indexes and scientific journals and databases, as well as the identification and 
citation of the authors by the readers of Papeles de POBLACIÓN, we incorporate in 
this issue two editorial innovations: as of now the last names of the authors will 
be written in capital letters and their résumés will be included at the end of the 
corresponding article.

Juan Gabino González Becerril
Director


