
Presentation

The contents of Papeles de POBLACIÓN are framed this year in the XV
anniversary of the Center of Research and Advanced Studies on the
Population (Centro de Investigación y Estudios Avanzados de la

Población, CIEAP). This 14-year-old organ of scientific divulgation has been
one of our means of communication, however also —using the terms by
Wallerstein— a medium to “rethink and unthink” the several forms population
takes in the national and international contexts. Our journeys, both of CIEAP
and Papeles de POBLACIÓN, have not been exempt from great challenges and
intellectual crusades to understand the demographic phenomenon in all of its
dimensions in the current social environment, which is complex and of great
discomfiture, yet coincidently more open to unseen possibilities of research and
interchange, and always as a forum for debate between divergent academic
communities.

The collective and individual works presented in our journal are hopeful to
stimulate the search of new paradigms and key concepts to understand the
dominant epistemology of the socio-demographic processes, such as science,
utopia and metaphor.

In this issue we propose four vast topics: demographic aging, international
migration, feminine and masculine labor participation inside and outside the
household, and higher education as the relevant aspect for development and
social mobility.

Demographic aging appears with all its series of implications in the familial
and social structures, in the systems of social security and pensions, in labor
markets, education, the course of life of the families and the discrimination
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suffered by the elderly. All of these deserve to be evaluated in the terms of State
policies in the Latin American countries.

The work by Luis Rosero-Bixby and Arodys Robles, from the University of
Costa Rica, identifies the existence of two dividends or demographic bonuses
in their country, derived from the age structure of the population and the Costa
Ricans’ profile of life cycle. On their own, Roberto Ham Chande and César
González, from El Colegio de la Frontera Norte and El Colegio de México,
respectively, with data from the first National Survey on Discrimination in
Mexico, analyze this phenomenon in the modality directed at citizens in
advanced ages in the Mexican social context. Diego González Sánchez, from the
Autonomous University of Tamaulipas, analyzes the demographic aging of a
region in the State of Tamaulipas and argues in favor of the labor insertion of
the elderly into the ecotourism sector in said zone.

In the 1990’s decade, international migration became an intensive
phenomenon in the countries in the American continent, especially in Mexico;
as time lapsed magnitudes and new modalities that imply important transitions
in its dynamics and composition have been identified. As we speak of international
migration in the current context, it is indispensable to reckon that migration is
part of the mechanism of the neoliberal system and its reading needs to consider
its multiple dimensions and diverse forms, this is to say, from the different
perspective that make room for the analysis, criticism and the consensus of
methodology, in such manner that it is possible to identify the asymmetries in
the development of ejecting and recipient countries, as well as the
complementariness the migratory process is part of in a context of segmented
globalization. The article by Roberto S. Aruj, from the University of Buenos
Aires, approaches the causes and consequences of the Latin American migratory
movements in this new century; the author indicates that, nowadays, solutions
scarcely depend on some political actions. The unresolved conflicts which tend
to eject population from Latin America towards the countries of the First World
fundamentally respond to the neoliberal model. The ultimate end is that the
excluded “do not bother”; then the fantasies associated with migration end up
being functional for the objectives of the prevailing neoliberal model.

On her own, Paz Trigueros, from the Metropolitan Autonomous University
— Azcapotzalco, presents in her article a great amount of statistical and
empirical information, which contextualizes the revision of diverse acts that
enable host unqualified and qualified workers to enter U.S., which this country
can use to complement its demand of labor force. Such empirical contributions
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become elements to start the discussion of theoretical, methodological and
conceptual character of what the complementariness of labor markets between
U.S. and Mexico means.

Labor insertion of the immigrant population in Spain is approached by
Fernando Gil Alonso and Andreu Domingo i Valls, from the Center of
Demographic Studies of the University of Barcelona, who analyze the labor
insertion of Latin American population in Spain during the 2000-2005 period,
using the Survey of Active Population (Encuesta de Población Activa, EPA).
The results show that the Latin American set has experienced a process of
rejuvenation, of masculinization (although the feminine population is still
majority) and has worsened its average educational level, even though the
collective with secondary level is still predominant. Despite an increasing
presence of Latin American people in jobs with higher qualification, responsibility
and wage levels, most of the Latin American immigrants in Spain have jobs that
demand little or no qualification, which are the ones with the most increment in
absolute numbers, in sectors such as domestic services (women) and building
(men). Likewise, the results verify the starting hypothesis of the existence of a
relation between the arrival of immigrants and labor and social promotions of
the Spanish population, in a context of constant improvement of the educational
level of the young autochthonous generations (especially the feminine).

Irene Casique, from the Regional Center of Multidisciplinary Researches of
the National Autonomous University of Mexico, sought the determination of
explanatory factors for the participation of men and women in domestic work
making use of multiple linear regressions, utilizing as dependent variables the
indexes of participation in domestic work of men and women, from the 2003
National Survey on the Dynamics of the Relation at the Households.

Vera Sollova, from the Autonomous University of the State of Mexico,
notices the sectorial transformations of the active labor force, in particular the
feminine, whose characteristics appear as testimonial of the changes that have
occurred in the last thirty years in the metropolitan zone of Toluca, in the context
of the economic and demographic transformations. The author indicates that
young women do not leave extra-domestic work any longer when upbringing
and caring for their children, as they traditionally did. On the contrary, they try
to be economically active for as long as possible.

The current debate on the development of the countries carries implicit the
topic of the education of their populations and its correlation with the multiple
dimensions of society, which require diverse explanations and analyses that
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allow answering the problems access to education portrays; a topic that has to
do with the distribution of public funds, but whose discussion should not be
restrained to this context. J. Loreto Salvador Benítez analyzes the trilogy of
development, education and poverty in Mexico. The author indicates that the
first implies the access to basic resources, education and food, health services,
housing, employment, a fair distribution of incomes; the second can be understood
as the set of institutional actions and influences whose end is to cultivate and
develop in the individual aptitudes, knowledge, competences, attitudes and
behaviors, which allow them to unfold their capabilities that have to do with the
autonomy and freedom of men and women. Poverty, in addition to scarcity and
exclusion, is the denial of opportunities and options for said development, as
well as stagnation of the personal capabilities, indeed because of the lack of
education. Jorge Olvera García and Hiram Raúl Piña Libien analyze the
problem that access to higher education posses from a merely juridical perspective,
this is to say, focused on the legal responsibility of the State and University for
fulfilling its constitutional and social ends and objectives.
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