
Presentation

The journal Papeles de POBLACIÓN has been a privileged witness of diverse
reflections on different transitions of the main socio-demographic variables
and their relation with the economic, political, social and cultural situations.

This journal’s pages have also witnessed the absence of theoretical references
that have generated a fracture in the demographic interpretations, giving place
to new theoretical, epistemological and methodological challenges; because of
this it is pertinent to preserve spaces open to rethink new propositions that allow
us to understand the social and demographic processes in the current context.

This number is headed by works with discussions on demographic research
and farming poverty in their theoretical, methodological and epistemological
dimensions. Additionally, the topic of fertility is still of a great importance in the
socio-demographic discussions, due to its implications in the demographic inertia
and the technique of analysis used for its study. The topic of migration and
remittances has been a constant in these pages because of the importance they
have acquired in the dawn of the present century due to the humongous economic
contribution men and women make through international migration. The theoretical
and empirical contributions are also important in the understanding of salary
differences and marginalization in the current context.

Such is the logic adopted by this Papeles de POBLACIÓN issue’s contents, whose
first section is constituted by two articles devoted to theoretical discussions of the
epistemological and methodological kind. The work by José Escobedo Rivera,
professor in the Universidad Nacional del Altiplano en Puno, stresses the data
on demographic research, theoretical challenges and the defiance the XXI
century proposes to Demography’s critical thought, in particular in Latin
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America; this work refers to the methodological and instrumental levels, as well
as the epistemic one, a framework that distinguishes the need to review the
meaning and reach of datum as a supply of argumentation in the context of the
paradigms of demographic research. The text by Julio Boltvinik, researcher-
professor from El Colegio de México, enquires into the genesis of farming
poverty in developing countries, incorporating the analysis of the characteristics
of agricultural production and their differences in respect to the industrial
production in capitalism. His central thesis explains the economic function of the
agricultural subsidies in developed countries as a social recognition to the right
the rural producers have to a minimum level of life, without the need to degrade
their status temporarily hiring their workforce. From there the necessity to grant
farmers, from countries such as Mexico, the same sort of recognition farmers
from developed countries have is stated by means of protecting them from
external competence in the context of commercial aperture.

From the epistemological, the contents of this issue of Papeles de POBLACIÓN
go to the purely methodological, as the second section corresponds to the analysis
of fertility, with a marked emphasis on the procedures to make statistical
estimation finer. Carlos Galindo and Manuel Ordorica, both researchers from El
Colegio de México, focus their attention on the births occurred and registered in
Mexico in the period 1950-2000, based on data from statistical yearbooks from
the recent half century and the behavior by age of the births’ registration, an
estimation that they evaluate by means of its comparison with historical
tendencies and random figures. In this same field of demographic research,
Milenka Linneth Argote Cusi, from the National Center of Prevention and
Attention to HIV/AIDS and STI (Centro Nacional de Prevención y Atención
al VIH/SIDA e ITS), describes the estimation of the statistical distribution of the
global fertility rate by means of the resampling technique. Her results indicate
that the global fertility rate is a biased estimator; however, resampling reduces
this bias. Even if the estimation of the interval of trust of GFR under the
supposition of normality includes with a high probability the value of the
demographic parameter, bootstrap technique allowed the authoress to find less
biased intervals. She thus demonstrates that bootstrap technique is useful to
analyze the reliability of estimations, considering the sampling error which is
produced as the total population was not interviewed. This section on fertility is
completed by the historic essay by Mauricio Schoijet, from the Universidad
Autónoma Metropolitana-Xochimilco, on the struggles to institutionalize the
services of fertility control at a global scale, from its beginnings in Great Britain,
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as from the 1820’s decade, to the recent struggles to legalize abortion and the
access to contraceptives in several countries.

An article with macroeconomic approach and another with micro compose
the third section of this issue, devoted to the monetary remittances from Mexican
migrants in the United States. In the article of macroeconomic nature, by Alma
Rosa Muñoz Jumilla and Laura Elena del Moral Barrera, from the Autonomous
University of the State of Mexico, the authoresses analyze the current account
of the balance of trade and the different forms of its financing; the analysis is
centered on some conjunctures and economic policies with transcendence in the
analyzed years. The authoresses consider it convenient to establish a relation
between migration and the balances of the external sector, since they assume
that the link between them is given by familial remittances. On their own,
Telésforo Ramírez García, from El Colegio de México, and Patricia Román
Reyes, from the Center of Research and Advanced Studies on the Population
of UAEM, approach the role of feminine remittances in the households of the
migrants from the State of Guanajuato, analyzing the monetary remittances sent
by the emigrant women from said State to their relatives who remain in their
places of origin. They examine the characteristics of the receptor households,
distinguishing the feminine and masculine remittances, as well determining the
amounts, frequencies and uses for those resources.

Salary inequality and marginalization are the topics of the articles which
compose the fourth section. David Castro Lugo and Luis Huesca Reynoso, from
the Autonomous University of Coahuila (Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila)
and the Center of Research on Alimentation and Development (Centro de
Investigación en Alimentación y Desarrollo), respectively, are focused on
salary inequality in Mexico, in order to do so, they review the recent literature on
labor market and the problem of salary inequality, from which they identify the
main characteristics of the phenomenon and its hypotheses, as well as the
possible research lines. The article by Esteban G. Ramos, Ciro Valdés, Pedro C.
Cantú, Gilberto Salinas, Liliana G. González and Luz N. Berrún, from the
Autonomous University of Nuevo León (Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo
León), analyzes the alimentary consumption pattern of Nuevo León, according
to marginalization strata so as to determine whether there is an alimentary
consumption pattern by marginalization strata in Nuevo León and verify the
existence of significant differences in the 20 sorts of food with the highest modal
consumption frequency in said State and for such strata.
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As we appreciate, the richness of the socio-demographic topics offered by
Papeles de POBLACIÓN in this issue is evident. Each work remains open for both
the readers to explore and their desirable discussion among those interested in
accordance with their epistemological, theoretical and methodological preferences.

Juan Gabino González Becerril
editor


