
Presentation

emographic ageing has two components: the one which properly refers
to people’s old age as for life span extension, and that which alludes to
changes in distribution of ages, displacing the age groups of the ageD

pyramids. Ageing is a process expressed in two levels: among the individuals and
in the demographic collective. Demographic ageing is an unseen problem in
human history, result of the changes in fertility, birthrate, general and infantile
mortality patterns and their consequential impact in the population’s age
structure. A similar background does not exist demographic; ageing represents
an achievement, a human conquest, it is not a problem as such, but imposes and
modifies the character of social demands in environments which the current
social institutions are not prepared to meet the attention requirements of the
emergent situation. Changes in the population’s age structure have diverse
economic, social and familial consequences.
At a global scale, the world is ageing. Ageing is a global phenomenon,
nonetheless with proper characteristics between regions and countries. The
challenges are quantitatively and qualitatively greater than in the developed
countries. Ageing in underdeveloped countries, besides it is occurring at an
accelerated pace, occurs altogether with poverty, social iniquity, unemployment
and income’s growing inequality. Ageing is a social process with unseen
consequences. Changes in demographic regimes modify the structure of
intergenerational relations, the composition and ways of familial coexistence,
life conditions, as well as attention demand from such population’s sector. In
sociologic terms, ‘old age’ or the quality of ‘aged’ suppose a social construction.
Old age, as youth, is relative; it comes from the interests’ confrontation between
generations and determinate social sectors. Society admonishes and legitimates
a concept or paradigm of old age in relation to determinate logics and groups of
interest or social segments. Age is a reference for it is in function of the
numerical composition of the populations and the force relations between
determinate groups or generations. ‘Ageing’ condition implies a symbolic
struggle. ‘Age’ —in Halbwachs’ words— it is not a mere datum nor does it
express a natural state, as it is normally assumed; it is the result of “this latent
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antagonism and this deaf struggle, where everyone reclaims its place in the sun”.
The tendency is towards models of multigenerational societies, with all the
heterogeneity implications on families and social collective.
In America and the Caribbean, the growth of working age population has had
a central role in the economically active population’s growth in recent decades,
still a result of the demographic inertia and the effect of the previous accelerated
growth. The diminution of dependence charge determined by the infantile
population reduction and the still relative low growth of the aged population has
provided the ground for the so-called ‘demographic bonus’, referred to the
disposition of a broad workforce base, in circumstances where infantile
population is smaller and the pressures of the incipient demographic ageing low.
In a certain manner, in the current economic circumstances, the demographic
bonus rather represents an unsolvable social debt. The prioritized task of the
social policies is to productively integrate active population, before aged
population grows in an accelerated manner. Notwithstanding the challenge is a
double one: it implies absorbing the accumulated arrears and incorporating the
new working population. The circumstances which gave the grounds for the
demographic bonus present an almost lost opportunity. The recent evolution of
the local economies has shown an acute weakness in employment generation,
determined by the new ways of labor organization and the adoption of
technologies that limit the generation of new job positions and promote the
deterioration of the occupation in the least qualified workers.
In Latin America, the initial concerns on demographic ageing were, on the one
side, linked to neoliberal political sectors which proclaimed the impossibility of
the current public systems of pension and impelled the privatization of the social
security systems and the increment of retirement age; and on the other, they
were centered around the idea of establishing “who the left-outs of the labor
market are”, in terms of the possibilities of labor insertion and consumption. It
is in this sense that, according to Lenoir, “the manipulation of retirement age is
particularly clarifying for in it both of the dimensions of the struggles that affect
the age categories’ definition act: those which are opposed to social groups and
those which generations face each other”. The coverage of the retirement and
pensions’ system in our countries is relative low and, when they are used, they
do not cover the beneficiaries’ basic needs. The processes of making work
flexible and informal are factors which operate against the possibilities of access
to said social security systems, particularly that of the aged poor people.
Demographic ageing also supposes a social ageing, which is related to the recent
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changes in labor markets and the environments of the restructuring processes,
as for privileging the young workforce. Aged population’s welfare heavily
depends on their education levels, and the care and familial support as well as
the possible savings at the time of retirement.
In this issue Papeles de POBLACIÓN integrates a broad selection of works, grouped
in four sections, all of them from researches by specialists widely recognized for
their contributions on the respective topics.
The first section, central in this number, is composed by two articles: the first by
Ana Amélia Camerano and Maria Tereza Pasinato, both researchers from the
Instituto de Pesquisa Econômica Aplicada. The article analyzes the ageing
problem in poverty circumstances and where the transformation of the labor
markets fosters the disappearance of social security systems. The second
article by Elisenda Rentería, Cássio Maldonado Turra and Bernardo Lanza
Queiro, researcher-professors from the Centro de Desenvolvimento e
Planejamento Regional de la Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais;
this article analyzes, comparatively, the processes of economic transfer in
households with aged people in favor of children and their impact in the welfare
conditions of said members in Brazil and Peru. The second section deals with
urbanization, growth and the concentration of tertiary labor activities and income
inequality in Mexico. The first article, by Gustavo Garza, researcher-professor
from El Colegio de México, widely recognized because of his contributions to
national urban problematic. The article analyzes the transformation experienced
in the national urban system during the last twenty-five years, considering a set
of demographic aspects, such as poverty, housing problems and metropolitan
human development. The next work by Carlos Garrocho and Juan Campos,
researcher-professors from El Colegio Mexiquense and  the Autonomous
University of the State of Mexico, respectively. The article identifies and
analyzes the basic characteristics of the occupational tertiarization linked to the
territorial conformation in the metropolitan area of the city of Toluca. Finally, an
article by Ismael Plascencia López, researcher-professor from the Universidad
Autónoma de Baja California, campus Tijuana, in his work he analyzes the real
salary evolution by city, as well as inequity measured by the Gini coefficient in
the context of economic liberalization in Mexico.
The following section deals with internal migration and the impact of cultural
structures and the process of identity conformation in Mexico. The article by
Laura Velasco Ortiz, researcher-professor from El Colegio de la Frontera
Norte, based on a revision of previous studies, analyzes the migration phenomenon
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of indigenous migration to Mexico City and Tijuana in recent years, emphasizing
the processes of social and cultural integration of that population sector in the
capital of the country and in the borderland. Ricardo Sabates and Fabio Pettirino,
researchers from the University of London, analyze the processes of integration
and adaptation of the migrants from Mexico City in the city of Leon, Mexico.
The fourth section deals with youths’ social vulnerability. The article by Ana
Miranda, Analía Otero and Agustina Corica, academicians linked to the
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales, in Argentina, analyzes the
social conditions of the Argentinean youths from indicators of insertion to labor
market and the education levels reached by these groups. Finally, the work by
José Luis Cisneros, researcher-professor from the Universidad Autónoma
Metropolitana-Xochimilco, explores some of the social, economic and political
indicators that take part in the criminal behaviors of the youths from the State
of Mexico.
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