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T
 change is being noticed progressively. The migratory impact in the last decade
finds its basic determinants in the economic and social disarrangements
generated by the ruling economic model. The region shows a widening and
diversification of the flows origins and destinations, which evidences the
complex turns of the current migratory current. International migration makes
an interesting and current subject which demands more attention spaces in the
academic, economic, political and governmental spheres. In a wide sense,
migration proposes great challenges to research and political actions on
fundamental matters such as human rights, juridical protection for migrant
workers, people's trade, and the importance of remittances in the local development
processes, among other of general interest.

Latin America has the highest migration rate in the whole world. A large part
of it directed to the United States, privileged destination of the migratory
currents, although recently other flows have started to emerge and consolidate
towards other regions such as Spain, United Kingdom, the Highlands and Italy,
among other European countries, as well as Canada, Australia and Japan.
Despite the fact that in the last decades the immigration towards the United
States from other regions of Europe and Africa, the impact of the Latin
American immigration has been noticeably higher. It is estimated that more than
20 million Latin Americans and Caribbean live outside their country of birth,
most of them in North America. A large part of that population product of the
unprecedented migration which took place in the 1990's and the present decade.
To this respect, it is important to mention that, according to the International

he international migrant contingents have hade a continuous growth. At
the beginning of the XXI century, Latin America and the Caribbean is
a region of increasing migration, after it had been a scenario of intense
immigration movements. The social and economic meaning of this
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Organization for Migrations, "during the five-year period 1995-2000, the net
migration rate of Latin America and the Caribbean was the highest in the whole
world". In 2000, more than 55 percent of the total immigrants to the United States
came from Latin America and, from those, about half were from Mexico. It is
calculated that in the United States live between 11.5 and 12 million undocumented
people, a large quantity from Mexico. Mexican migration, legal and
undocumented, had depended on the cyclic economic movements of both
countries. Illegal migration represents an important political and economic
challenge.

Migration essentially has a double economic effect: on one hand, the one
derived from the labor insertion forms of the migrants in the destination
countries, and on the other, the one generated by the monetary remittances in
the local development processes and the living conditions of the families in the
origin places. The undocumented community represents about five percent of
the work force of the United States and approximately 24 percent of the workers
occupied in agricultural activities. Latin America is the region that receives more
economical remittances, and Mexico —the country with a larger number of
immigrants of the region. It is calculated that in 2004 Latin America received
about 45 000 millions of dollars, and Mexico, 17 000 millions of dollars as
monetary remittances. To this respect, the recent United States proposal of the
migratory reform will have several consequences for the Latin American
migrants living in the US and will also have an impact on the population's welfare
conditions at the places of origin. The reform, on one hand, will affect the
migrants' human rights as it will impose more strict borderline controls, also the
"criminalization" of the undocumented migration and the restriction of the access
to the American labor market will be important issues; and on the other, the
hardening of the migratory control could have a double economic and political
effect when depleting the remittances flow and the promotion of the proliferation
of organized people and groups dedicated to the traffic of undocumented
migrants to the United States. The traffic of migrants has been, and still is, a
growing and highly lucrative economic activity, formed by large international
networks dedicated to the illegal crossing of migrants to the other side of the
USA-Mexico border.

In this issue, Papeles de POBLACIÓN  includes a set of works grouped in four
thematic sections of notorious interest, relevant by the contents and analytical
richness of the articles, timely in the definition of the social policies agenda. The
first section, central of this issue, is about legislations and migratory agreements



April/June 2006

in the United States and Latin America, and the recent economic and labor
integration processes. The first article is by Rodolfo Tuirán —academic of the
Autonomous Technological Institute of Mexico, widely known by his contributions
to the studies on Mexican migration towards the United Sates—, which analyses
the background, the reach of the bilateral negotiation process and some of the
economic and social consequences of such migratory reform. The following
article, complementary to the latter, is by Francisco Alba, professor-researcher
of El Colegio de Mexico. It reviews the migratory negotiations process between
Mexico and the United States which took place in 2001, it explores its social and
political meaning and emphasizes on the perspective change from the 9/11
affair. The article by Gustavo Verduzco, professor-researcher of El Colegio de
Mexico, exposes some of the characteristics of the Mexican migration patterns
towards the USA, it examines some of the changes of the migratory legislations
and emphasizes on the perspective changes in the context of the economic
integration processes boosted by both countries. Finally, the article by Jorge
Martínez Pizarro and María Fernanda Stang, both of them researches of the
Latin American and the Caribbean Demography Centre, analyzes the treatment
of the inter-regional migratory matter in the context of the integration agreements
in South America.

The next section is on adolescent fecundity. It is integrated by the articles of
Mariachiara di Cesare, researcher of the University of Rome "La Sapienza" and
Jorge Rodríguez Vignoli, researcher of the Latin America and the Caribbean
Demography Centre, and the work by Esperanza Tuñón Pablo, professor-
researcher of El Colegio de la Frontera Sur. The first of them presents a wide
analytical framework on the demographic and sociodemographic determinants
of the adolescent fecundity in Latin America, taking as a reference the
problematic in Brazil and Colombia; the second article, from the results of a
regional survey, supported by deep interviews, analyses the adolescent pregnancy
problematic from the changes in the life trajectory changes youth experience
before such situation and the consequences on the formation of families in South
East Mexico.

The third section, on identity construction, paternity exercise and the
importance of the male offspring, is led by the article by Alejandra Salguero
Velásquez, professor-researcher of the National Autonomous University of
Mexico. This work analyses the male identity construction process in the
Mexican male population in relation with the processes that determine the family
responsibilities guides and the fact of being parents. The article by Olga Lorena
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Rojas Martínez, professor-researcher of El Colegio de Mexico, explores some
attitude changes in men about the attributed importance of having at least one
male child and the way of educating and disciplining children in Mexico.  Finally,
the article by Arun Kumar Acharya, related to the postgraduate programs on
Anthropology in the Autonomous University of Mexico, and Adriana Salas
Stevenato, research assistant of the Social Research Institute of the same
institution, presents the social and cultural preference for male children in India
and its impact on the scantiness of women in the mentioned country.

The last section is on infantile work in rural and urban contexts in Mexico.
It is formed by the article by Susana Vargas Evaristo, researcher of El Colegio
de la Frontera Norte, about the changes in the family environment and the work
conditions of indigenous migrant children in the San Quintín Valley, Baja
California, and the work of Jaciel Montoya Arce, coordinator of the Research
and Advanced Studies Centre of Population the Autonomous University of the
State of Mexico, on the life conditions and exploitation of children living in the
street in Toluca City, State of Mexico.
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