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Introduction

I

El Colegio de la Frontera Norte
Resumen

El Valle de San Quintín presenta desde hace
algunas décadas el escenario de un proceso de
asentamiento llevado a cabo por población
indígena migrante. Esto ha significado un
cambio cualitativo en la vida familiar de los
migrantes indígenas. No obstante, continúa
estando presente la necesidad apremiante de
incorporar a los niños y niñas en edades
tempranas al mercado de trabajo agrícola. Ante
la diversidad de pautas en la organización,
necesidades y diversificación económica de las
familias, se optó por realizar una tipología que
permitiera organizar esta complejidad. Por
ello, el objetivo de este artículo es ensayar una
tipología que distinga las formas de inserción
de niños al mercado de trabajo agrícola, y el
papel que éstos juegan al interior de su
contexto familiar.

Palabras clave: niños trabajadores, migrantes
indígenas, valle de San Quintín, Baja
California.

Abstract

The role of working children in the familiar
context. The case of indigenous migrants
established in the San Quentin Valley, B.C.

The scene that has been showing the Valley of
San Quintín for some decades is of a process of
establishment carried out by migrant
indigenous population. This has meant a
qualitative change in the familiar life of the
indigenous migrants. Before the diversity of
guidelines in the organization, necessities and
economic diversification of the families were
chosen to make a typology that allowed
organizing this complexity. For that reason
the objective of this article it is to try a
typology that distinguishes the forms of
insertion of children to the agricultural labor
market, and the role they play the in the of
their familiar context.

Key words: working children, indigenous
migrants, San Quentin Valley, Baja California.

nfantile work has been globally considered as an illegal activity subject to
its elimination. Different international organizations (ILO, UNICEF, and
UNESCO) have proclaimed its eradication in order to favor the integral

* This essay presents investigation results obtained from the production of a postgraduate thesis to
obtain the degree of Master in Regional Development by el Colegio de La Frontera Norte.
The empirical body of this article is formed mainly by two sources: interviews performed to mothers,
fathers and children that allowed us reconstructing the family context, a selection criterion of our cases
of study was the children between 9 and 16 years of age who work at the cultivation fields; a second
source was the Sociodemographic and Migration Survey in the San Quentin region, Colef-Coespo, 2003,
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development of children, process where education plays a cornerstone role as
counterpart of the labour infantile exploitation (Post, 2003).

As some works demonstrate so, the valuation on the infantile workforce to
the interior of the family unit has different meanings according to their sociocultural
context. This suggests that the approach of this issue must be understood
according to particular scenarios where such phenomenon exists. An example
of this can be observed in the case of the indigenous families who have emigrated
towards regions with an agricultural labour market.

The San Quentin Valley, located in the municipality of Ensenada, Baja
California, presents an exportation agricultural labour market, which has become
a powerful attraction pole for the indigenous families who principally come from
impoverished regions, as Oaxaca and Guerrero.

Traditionally, in the literature that mentions the indigenous migration towards
regions with a rural labour market, has been made reference of the family who
travels from a region to another according to the season culture. The scenario
presented in the San Quentin Valley since a few decades ago, is that of settling
(Velasco, 2000, 2004). This has meant a qualitative change in the family life of
the indigenous migrants. Nonetheless, the urgent need of incorporating boys and
girls in early ages to the agricultural labour market.1

Similarly, the settling proves has stimulated a complexity regarding the ways
children are inserted in the agricultural labour. For the case we present here, two
ways have been analyzed, the permanent one and the temporal.2 It is interesting
to approach these forms of labour insertion of children because it allows
understanding that at the family context level are presented differentiated options
despite having similar characteristics, for example, being children of indigenous
migrants who have just settled.

 For this reason and as a first approach, I consider that the objective of this
article is to test a typology that distinguishes these ways of labour insertion and
the role that working children play in their family context.

from which general data was obtained from the households where there are children working in the
agriculture.
1 This does not mean that there is a change regarding their employment conditions or the status to
the interior of the labour market for, given their labour segmentation condition, the families and the
indigenous children continue occupying the most precarious places talking about employment.
2 When I talk about the temporal or sporadic type I mean that the children can work in the weekends
or during holidays, without the need of abandoning their studies. On the contrary, when I refer to the
permanent type, I consider it as a unique activity of the working minor; this means that s/he does not
attend school.
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This article is developed in the following parts: in the first one is presented an
approximation to the settling process that the indigenous family has performed
and the options that are presented to the children, in terms of education-work;
in a second part we present a typology proposal in their family context, from this
typology, a brief comparison analysis; we mention in general terms the life
expectations that children create after being agricultural workers, and finally,
some conclusions are presented.

The settling process and the presence of working
children in the migrants' neighborhoods

Approximately two decades ago, starting with the social and political mobilizations,
the agricultural workers were able to change from the way of living in the
agricultural camps —owned by the capitalist— to established residence ways
such as neighborhoods, causing significant changes in the family life.3 According
to Velasco (2004), these changes in the residence forms were part of the
dynamic and needs of the agricultural labour market of the San Quentin Valley.

This settling process has opened new possibilities for the agricultural workers,
as being employed in the harvest of different cultures; even some families have
combined economic activities directed to the services and commerce sectors.
International migration also appears as part of the new alternatives and options
from the settling process (Velasco, 2004: 18).

At a family level, according to interviews done in families settled in the San
Quentin Valley, can be considered that one the main reasons of the decision of
residence change from camps to neighborhoods is linked to the need of achieving
an increment in the live level, mainly that of the children.

The following passage shows the latter:

Here [in the neighborhood] my children started to study, and suppose we had to
struggle to have a job, because there aren't many; well, yes, we suffer because we don't
even have for a bag of beans or Maseca (flour to make tortillas), or anything, and that's
how we live (María, January 2004, San Quentin).

Children notice a qualitative change in their lives regarding the change of
residence between camps and neighborhoods, or from itinerant migrants to

3 There is still insipient information about the settlement process in San Quentin Valley, a work that
documents this in a further way is that by Velasco (2004).
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established migrants, an example of this can be observed in the following extract
from an interview:

I remember we suffered a lot [in the camps]. Because when it rained we had leaks into
the rooms we lived in and we didn't sleep on beds, we slept on the floor and all our
blankets got wet [...]. Just as we arrived here to this neighborhood I began to study,
and to have friends, and there [in the camps] we didn't have friends (Manuel, 11 years,
January 2004, San Quentin).

In the latter passages it can be observed that the change of residence and the
settling process is an event that gives more stability to the family, allowing
children the option of integrating to school on a regular basis, among other things.
This coincides with what James Loucky mentions regarding other researches
about the subject of the migrant families, concluding that, "the decisions of settling
and adaptation of migrant women are better understood from the perspective of
the constant family demands and of the family investment in the growing and
development of children" (Loucky, 2004: 3).

The expectation of settlement by the families is motivated, in the first place,
by the possibility of working for the whole year in the agricultural labour market,
even when this presents ups and downs in the demand for workforce. However,
the possibility of having access to new services, having their own land and
provide their children with a better life level are the basic motivations that lead
the migrant families to struggle for establishing permanently.

This fact is very clear in San Quentin. Without a doubt, the settling has caused
benefits at family unit level. 95.9 percent of the population has basic services
such as water, electricity, health education services and day care centers, among
others. Nonetheless, it is not surprising that in some family contexts of indigenous
origin there is still the necessity of sending their children to the labour market for
different circumstances. Among others, those related to poverty, but also the
economic absence, mainly of the head of family and the diversification of the
economic activities. In the context of the neighborhoods we found the following
characteristics of the households4 with children working in the agricultural
activity: of the children between 12 and 16 years of age, 75 percent does not
work, whereas almost 20 percent (18.5) works in the agriculture. As a
comparative data, it can be mentioned that from the group of children who work
4 The data presened here were obtained from the Sociodemographic Survey to Migrants in San Quentin
Valley, Colef-Coespo, 2003. As in most of the surveys, this one does not include children; it was
considered a cohort of children between 12 and 16 years of age in order to get closer to the infantile
population.
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in the neighborhoods, only 4.5 percent work in a different sector than agriculture.
This indicated that the agricultural sector is still the one that attracts the fewer
children. From these, 49.7 percent are feminine and 50.3 percent to the
masculine.

The households with minors who work can be led by men or by women, and
the latter represent almost a third of the total, this is, 26.1 percent. Similarly, about
the ethnic condition, the agricultural work of minors is mainly concentrated in
those households where the head of family speaks an indigenous language. It is
worth saying that the most spoken language is Mixteco (40.2 percent), and is
concentrated in those households with children working in agriculture.

On the other hand, about the composition of the household, the rank from four
to five members is the one that presents more concentration, particularly the
households with children who do not work or that work in other sector are
concentrated in this rank (46.3 and 57.4, respectively). However, the households
with children working in agriculture can be located in the rank of six to seven
members per household with 31.5 percent.

The indigenous language is mainly spoken by minors who work in the
agriculture (21.1) in comparison to those who do not work or that work in other
sector (8.3 percent). According to this data and that presented per household, it
can be observed that the settling process can be having effects in two spheres:
in the diversification of the minors' work5 and in a gradual abandonment of the
use the language as a result of a higher integration to the new urban environment.

Although the children who were born in Baja California who work in
agriculture represent a lower percentage (40.8) than those who do not work
(76.9), or that do it in other sector (61.5), it is important to notice that there is an
important proportion about the new generations settled in San Quentin Valley.
Moreover, 67.7 percent, by 1998, had already lived in San Quentin, which
indicates that at least 26.9 of the minors experienced the family temporal
migration and, as it is to be expected, mainly children from Oaxaca and who
belong to the Mixteco group.

Regarding education, in general, it can be said that the children who work in
agriculture know how to read and write, the problem is when they are asked if
they really attend school since only 16 percent of the children who work in
agriculture are currently working.

The children who work in agriculture and finished the elementary school
constitute 58.7 percent of the total, whereas those who concluded the junior high
5 See the work by Velasco(2004).
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school only conform the 24.8 percent, in comparison to the children who work
in other sectors, who have a higher education level than junior high. This means
that there is an important relation between being a laborer child with less time of
being settled and a lower education level, even a trend in the scholar desertion,
due to lack of money and the need of being incorporated to the working life.

From the minors who work in agriculture, 95 percent did not sign any contract
to be employed, 70 percent does not receive any medical assistance, and their
main working modality is the called "task". Regarding the kind of labour contract,
it is a fact that there is not such, whereas in the group of children who work in
a different sector there is a higher possibility of having one. Finally, the total
monthly income for those children who work in the agriculture is approximately
of 2 251.77 pesos, whereas for those working in other sectors is relatively lower,
2 043.72 pesos.

The previous information allows making some suppositions; to begin with, that
the settlement does not necessarily discourages the incorporation of children to
the labour market. Even though the presence of children has decreased in the
agricultural fields, it is true that there are still some families with the need of a
higher income, and this can be explained in terms of the characteristics of the
family contexts.

Then, it can be observed that after the settlement process, the children have
the double opportunity of incorporating to the agricultural labour market as well
as to school. This indicated that, in comparison to the itinerant migrant camps,
such process allows boys and girls complementing educational and labour
activities.

Also, even when education appears as a development option for the
indigenous children established in the neighborhoods, it is also true that there are
cultural-historical conditions that lead the parents to send their children at early
ages to the local labour market, working again on their family organization ways
(Sánchez, 2001).

In general, it can be said that the settling process has impacted in the familiar
and infantile lives. In the everyday life the children attend to schools with
indigenous systems, located in the same neighborhoods. However, the inertia of
the incorporation to the labour market is still present, just that in this new
settlement scenario, as it had been said, there is a double labour insertion
possibility for the children: the permanent and the temporal.

Such labour insertion ways have been an interesting finding since, on one
hand, the fact of being settled in a neighborhood has allowed them combining
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activities, such as the school and the work, without the need of abandoning their
studies. As it will be seen in further paragraphs, the money these children receive
is basically used for educational expenses, which means a support to the family
economy.

In the case of the permanent incorporation, it appears as the typical form of
the itinerant or temporal, migrants family contexts —also known as wanderers—
, which, by the state of mobility and economic precariousness, favors the
incorporation of all the familiar working force. What it is noticeable is that the
situation continues reproducing itself now in the settlement context, this is, even
in this scenario the need of the family unit, which does not allow, therefore, that
children break free from the labour market (Vargas, 2004: 104).

TABLE 1
TYPOLOGY OF THE KINDS OF INSERTION AND  THE ROLE OF THE CHILDREN

IN THE FAMILY CONTEXT 
 
Temporal insertion type 
 

Working boy as cooperation and acquisition of 
responsibility. 
Working girl as cooperation and formation 
process. 
Working children as working mothers help 
(economic and physical absence of the father). 

Permanent insertion type 
 

Working children as main contribution. 
Working children as secondary contribution. 

 

Typologies of the role of the working children to the
interior of the family context

A point of view to study the ways of labour insertion of the indigenous children
was to analyze the family context. In this way it was observed that the indigenous
migrant family must considered as diverse, not only in terms of structure and
composition, but also in human, cultural and economic resources; of social
networks, amongst others; that therefore leads it to generate differentiated
scenarios for the development of the individuals that form it.
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The indigenous and migrant family encloses a series of processes intertwined
as surviving strategies.6 These are reinvented according to the time and space,
having an impact in a differentiated way on each one of its members, according
to the stage of the vital cycle each one of them is in.

A way of organizing the complexity that the study cases presented was the
creation of typologies on the incorporation of the children to the labour market
—temporal and permanent—, and the role they play in their nucleus. In this way,
a comparative synthesis between the guides presented in each insertion form
was done, as well of the characteristics of the family contexts.

The meaning of the boys and girls work plays a differentiated role, product
of different situations that emerge in the family context. For this reason this
typologies table was created, which helps synthesizing the diversity of the guides
found in the family contexts regarding the role of the working children. It is
divided according to the ways of insertion to the agricultural labour market and
the guides that were found about the role the children play.

According to our analysis, the first kind of incorporation shown we interpreted
as part of an economic need, but also as a part of a family strategy, even as the
beginning for the child to acquire new responsibilities to the interior of the
nucleus. In this case it is shown a woman as head of family who has taken the
lead of the household. Her expectations are that her children continue studying.
So, the incorporation of their children to the labour market appears as a need for
economic support, but also as a way of having them apart from the streets,
orienting them to assume new responsibilities.

The following passage illustrates a female head of family, explains the reason
why she decided to incorporate her son to the agricultural labour market and
which were the mechanisms

The thing is that I had him take care of his little brothers and what he liked was to hang
out with their friends. He left his brothers alone and went out with his friends. I didn't
know that until one day a friend of mine told me: "hey, your son is in the Triqui
[neighborhood]; with a bunch of kids". Then I said: I'm going to put him to work
because he doesn't take care of his bothers…and that's why I took him and I spoke
to the manager and he told me he couldn't take him because he was too young, but

6 This surviving strategies must be understood in a generational manner. A beginning of these has to
do with the decision of migrating towards the horticultural regions in search of employment. In this
context, and as it was observed in the deep interviews, the feminine and infantile work force act as
a second resource that provided the family extra income. Finally, a third surviving and family
betterment strategy comes along the decision of settling down, mainly motivated by situations
regarding the nucleus.
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some ladies told me to take him to work one day and I did, and as the manager is a friend
of mine, my son is working now (Julia, January, 2004, San Quentin).

In the second place is presented the kind of valuation of the infantile work as
part of a learning process; and even and educational one, which in a moment of
personal and economic crisis can be a resource. In the following passage, a head
of family explain why it is important for him that his children work:

…It is very useful to begin working since you're small, because you never know where
you'll live, and if you don't educate your children, and you don't make them work, well,
they'll suffer a lot later in life […] they are not taught how to work, and as I told you,
I suffered and so will they. (Florentino, May, 2004).

Regarding this comment, the daughter of Mr. Florentino values and sees
positively the idea of learning how to work in the field as part of the resources
for their future life, and she mentions the following: "what he [my dad] means,
is that when they are gone, we will already know how the field works are, so, we'll
be afraid no more".7 (Dulce, 13 years old, May, 2004, San Quentin).

Here is shown that the insertion of girls to the labour market only means a
support to the family economy. In this case, it has been possible to reach a stability
regarding their reproductive cycle, a diversification of economic activities that
allow the other children to continue studying. The contribution that they make to
their households is basically used for personal expenses such as uniforms, fees,
etcetera.

Then, for the temporal insertion way it was found the kind that can be even
understood as the most traditional of them all, since the phase of help to the
laborer mother or father has been the initiation point for all the boys and girls who
work in the fields, both in the traditional and commercial agriculture. The
assistance of the children to a relative in the work context, in general, implies a
transmission of knowledge and skills.

The children that in a way represent this third kind are in very early ages —
younger than 12 years of age—. This implies, on one hand, that due to the
restrictions of age the children are definitively inserted in the agricultural labour
market; but on the other hand, the fact that they start their training stage so, in
a near future there incorporate in a regular way, without leaving aside the family
conditions.

7 Dulce belongs to the Mixteco group and she is currently studying junior high school
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Inherently, it is observed, by the narrations —even in the concatenation of the
histories of life—, that the valuation for the learning of a skill or the idea of a job,
is a fact that crosses the life of the migrants and in particular that of the indigenous
population. It is not fortuitous that the parents look for the "protection" of their
children by presenting them the need of adapting and knowing the labour options
the environment offers them. These facts have much sense if they are thought
from a historical and cultural perspective, about the poverty and discrimination
conditions the indigenous have suffered.8

About the typology of the study cases for the permanent incorporation, they
basically show two scenarios, one more accentuated than the other. In the first
place, it is shown that the child in this kind of family context plays a very important
role, since they become the main economic purveyor of the household; this
position puts them in an obliged transition process between their infantile and
adult stages. A second kind that is presented is that of the secondary purveyor.

A situation that can change the future of a child in the San Quentin Valley,
according to the analyzed study cases, is the presence or absence of the father,
characteristics understood in both the economic and physical terms.

This is, some family contexts had the presence of the father, however, there
was not an important money contribution.9 There was also the case of the
economically absent father,10 but with the inclination towards a morel support
and family organization. The absence by death of the father, finally, implies
changes in the roles to the interior of the family nucleus, and it is precisely when
the contribution of the primogenital children becomes a cornerstone.

An example of this is shown in the passage, narrated by the mother of a
working child. In this case the labour insertion was of the permanent form since
the father of the kid passed away when he was working in the United States.
Note that according to the narration, it is the child who decides to work in the
culture fields before the family crisis he perceives,
8 Discrimination is understood as a “social process to which  practices, values, prejudices and even
institutional systems are soociated, that reproduce the exclusion, marginalization and disadvantage”
of certain groups (Bonfil et al. 2003).
9In this case is presented the situation of a head of family who performs a traditional role —in the
neighborhood he lives in— proper of the sociocultural and political organization of the Triquis. This
absorbs the time he could be doing an economical activity, which implies that his contribution is almost
null. Given this, it is recurred to the infantile work force as support for the economic wellbeing of the
nucleus.
10 In  a study case there was a father, who attempting to cross to the Unite States, suffered a terrible
accident that left him paralytic. Currently, with the help of his 11-year old son —who besides works
in the agricultural fields—, maintains a small orchard in the home lot. Here they use rural techniques
for its care —machete, hoe— with a combination of knowledge acquired by the father —such as dripping
irrigation— after having worked for a long time in the exportation agriculture.
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My husband did send us money [from the United States], but when he died, he didn't
study [my child], so he could help me with the kids because I went out to work, but
as my baby was to young when my husband passed away, my son told me: "you better
stay at home and I'll work!" So, that's it, the landlord didn't want to employ him because
he was too young, but somebody told him the situation, that it was necessary for him
to work because he had to help me. When my husband died, he worked alone, for about
two years (Antonia, January, 2004, San Quentin).

The second kind shown by the proposed typology can be seen as a special
case within the permanent incorporation, since the tension of the imperative
economic need of the family nucleus. Here it is evident the regular economic
contribution because thanks to the economic support the mother and the father
do, the child's salary will not be immediately demanded. In any case, his
contribution will only be part the of a collective and self satisfactory help, opposite
to the first kind.11 However, the absence of emotional stimuli by the family
context and even from the social context can provoke the scholar desertion
caused by problems in the sociocultural sphere that surrounds the minor, as well
as the lack of support in the family context, which makes his insertion in the labour
market an option.

In this way, further to economic lack or need situation the families present,
an outstanding aspect is the attitude and environment that is built in the family
context. Some studies have proved that the support and defense of the family
members, as well of the vulnerability levels of the households to poverty and
social exclusion is in function of the adjustment degree of their resources,
understood as physical, human and social capital, and the requirements of the
opportunity structures that have their source in three institutional orders of the
society: the state, the market and the community (Katzman and Filgueira, 2001:
25).

The latter suggests that the family resources are formed by a conglomerate
of factors that would allow generating their own options, strategies and supports,
which will be expressed in the life of the boys and girls in different ways. This
means that, independently from the fact that both parents are present, or that
there is the option of attending school, if in the social and familiar context there
are not inputs that generate a support degree for the development of the children,

11 The money they make, similarly, according to the type of insertion. The temporal workers invest
it in the purchase of educational materials, uniforms, sneakers, transportation and clothing; some of
them also save some. Whereas the permanent workers give it to the family expense, such as the purchase
of food and the payment of the debt that week after week increases with the store.
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this very difficultly be able to achieve the expectations that surpass the interest
of integrating to the agricultural labour market, that is so close for children.

The ways of children insertion and their family contexts

The permanent insertion form has been mainly related to the families who
migrate temporarily, since there is an intensive use of the available work force.
One of the main findings of the exploration in the labour insertion forms was that
the settlement process has not necessarily allowed children to discorporate
themselves totally from the labour market. On the contrary, the infantile work still
exists as a result of the necessity circumstances that are presented in the family
context.

The family contexts revised for this group of working children showed the
following characteristics: these families present an imperative need of the
participation of the children in the economic activity. Circumstances such as
become widowed, having a family history of migrants and labour workers, being
the oldest child (regardless the gender), having few time of being settled and
having futile social networks, even to belong to a family in process of biological
reproduction, can be situations that imply that the children have to work
permanently in the agricultural labour market and to abandon their studies.

The temporal insertion form was a novelty finding since it represents the
possibility of sharing the labour activity with the educational activity. Opposite to
the situation of the temporal or itinerant migrants, who usually present the
permanent insertion type, in the new scenario there are other options for the
development of the children. The settlement process allows a diversification of
the family economic activities, allowing them a higher possibility of stability, no
matter the prevailing conditions of the nucleus.

In the case of the children who work temporarily, the family composition
acquires an important role since the children are not in the first place compared
to their brothers; on the contrary, they are between the second and even the last
place. The fact of being the primogenital under the circumstances presented in
the migrant families means the possible abandonment of school and their
permanent incorporation to the agricultural labour market, which reduces their
development possibilities (recreative, educational, of socialization with their
peers, etc.).

The following are some characteristics of the family for this group: there is
a higher tendency by mothers and fathers to stimulate their children's education.
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This happens in the same way where the mother is the head of family, confirming
that it is important the presence of the couple to the interior of the household.
However, there was the case of the single mother who showed the relevance
that the expectation of their children continue studying has, as a factor for the
temporal labour incorporation.

The case confronts the idea that the single mothers are who send more
frequently their children to the labour market. In the literature, the families with
"high risk" are those where there is instability of the union and the absence of the
father, […] as well as the excessive number of children (Ardió et al., 1993: 48).
These circumstances, according to the authors, leads to a higher insertion of the
children to the agricultural labour market, even more when the family is led by
a woman.

Opposite to such interpretation, some of the single mother cases that were
presented in this work, we can observe the pattern Chant mentions, where even
when the children are temporarily inserted in the agricultural labour market, it is
true that they do not abandon school, and they only do it as a way to cooperate
with the family income. This indicates that "a very important factor when
determining the economic welfare for the case of the women has to do with the
way the income is handled to the interior of the domestic unit, were they distribute
it more equitably" (Chant, 1998: 188).

This can be a wider discussion, that in this space could not be done deeply
enough. Nonetheless, the data show that there are not universal patterns
regarding the risks of boys and girls are inserted to the labour market.

Another aspect that turned the group of children, who are inserted temporarily
to the labour market interesting, is the agility by the family nucleus to diversify
their activities, since not only have they stayed as agricultural laborers, but also
they have opted for other occupations. Masonry, commerce, even the international
migration of some members has allowed children to continue studying, even
when they eventually work as a support for the family economy.

Life expectations

The latter leads us to approach the life expectations generated according to each
family context and the insertion forms of children to the agricultural labour
market. For the first group of children —temporal— it was observed a higher
tendency to continue studying. The emphasis on education by the author of this
work, as well as by the families has not been fortuitous, since the new settlement
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place allows this option, at least at a basic level, including junior high school. There
are even institutions with a higher academic level for the population, although,
indeed, are restricted to some groups that can afford the tuitions.

In any case, what is important to mention is the valuation that mothers and
fathers have regarding the fact that their children "can continue their studies".
This can imply "knowing basic math, how to read and how to write", or also can
mean finishing elementary school, and even higher levels.

It will depend on the notion that parents in the family context consider as a
level of academic improvement and the opportunity of paying the studies so that
the children can continue their education.

In some cases of temporarily inserted children, both the parents and the
children showed interest in continuing with their studied as an expectation for
their future life. Continuing with this same insertion type it is important to note
that even when it allows working children to contribute economically to the
household as well to their personal expenses, it is also true that this does not
necessarily implies that they can continue with this dynamic.

The latter confirms that the family context circumstances, as well as the
position of the children within the structure, to a certain extent act in the type of
insertion to the labour market. What is intended to note is that in a certain moment
the children can change from temporal type to the permanent one if the
circumstances of the family unit require so.

About the permanent insertion type and the life expectations, it can be
considered that there are essentially two ways. One is continuing with the
international migration cycle and, two, the impossibility of continue studying,
although in a case it was suggested the possibility of acquiring a piece of land.
The international migration appears here as an expectation for the future life. In
this sense, the settlement process has allowed the creation of new networks and
anchors among the agricultural laborers that offer the possibility of migrating to
"the other side of the border".

Finally, it will only be necessary to mention that, even though there are
substantial differences among the options for them, it is true that, in general terms,
the children in transition towards another life cycle do not have an offer of options
that allows them not only accessing to a higher educational level, but by itself, the
San Quentin Valley, understood as a working place, is not planned to provide the
population with alternative spaces for recreation or the performance of other
activities.

I consider that the cases of children mentioned in the research allowed
observing, gradually —starting from permanent to temporal— a chronology in the
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ages that are showing the variations between the children' stages of life and the
responsibilities they acquire according to each family context.

According from our point of view and the analyzed data, we observe that
there is a gradual step to contract commitments, mainly of the economic type, as
part of the domestic group. A situation like this implies, in every moment, a
repercussion, consolidation or transition in the life cycle of each child. In this way
it is shown that whereas the boys and girls are between 11 and 13 years of age,
their activities as temporal workers basically represents an acquisition of
responsibilities.

From the age 14 there is, in terms of responsibilities and obligations, a
transition to adulthood. To lesser extent there was the possibility of cultivating at
adolescence or youth. It occur the same than in the origin communities, where
these two stages of life of the individual are absent. However, the new settlement
environment starts a show a change in these patterns, which invites the newer
resident generations of the Valley to incorporate gradually to the new times in
the life course, particularly in the acquisition of responsibilities modalities.

So, we can interpret that the childhood take a new sense for the minors who
work in the San Quentin Valley as the circumstances of life they face during the
migration and settlement processes completely transform that idealized notion of
this stage. Their early integration to the laborer work denotes a context of
surviving needs, as the child becomes conscientious, through his own experience,
of the economic need that lead him to the agricultural labour market.

There are changes regarding their culture and the relations between parents
and children, which are transformed, so that boys and girls can have more
expectations of choosing and even deciding, and even more when they are
permanent workers and their salary is the main sustain of the household.

The adolescents, who work both temporarily as well as permanently, do not
have the same options, but despite this it can be considered that within their
families there are structures that work as mediators between what the social
context offers them and the action field the family gives to each individual so s/
he can take their own decisions.

As a final note of this part, we have to mention that the families that were used
for this work belong to a stratum of the society that has been historically
marginated, even more when there are within a context as that described of the
San Quentin Valley, with a segmented agricultural labour market by an endless
number of categories: as many as the same society has created with class, ethnic,
gender and generation criteria (Lara and De Gramond, 2000: 131).
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In the second place it is shown that the families, as well as in the children,
whether by their ethnic condition or different circumstances, have adopted
strategies that probably allow in a way continue with the social, biological, and
economic reproduction of the group.

The agricultural infantile labour, in sociocultural terms, appears as an
intergenerational socialization process that is learnt through the transmission of
knowledge among fathers, mothers, children and bothers. Today, despite its
illegality, of the precarious labour conditions, of the health risks and even the
devastation that can represent for the infantile life, and even the adult, the
agricultural infantile labour is a survival strategy that has allowed, generation
after generation, the social and biological reproduction of the indigenous family
unit members.

Final considerations

In this work it was approached the population settled in the San Quentin Valley,
specifically the children who work and their families. To begin with, an aspect
we wanted to emphasize was that the settlement has allowed the families to have
access to a better level of life; nonetheless, there are still domestic groups that
need to incorporate immediately their minor children to the agricultural labour
market.

In the context of the neighborhood we found three scenarios where children
are immerse, in the first one are the minors who have managed to incorporate
regularly to the elementary school, taking up again studies that had been
interrupted during the migratory process. In second scenario there are the
children who have to quit school in order to enter to the labour life, and finally,
the minors who share their time between educational and labour activities.

To understand the reason why there are children with differentiated options,
such as the possibility of continuing with their studies or to quit school to start
working; implied the analysis of the family contexts of the working children. On
of the most important findings is that in such contexts there were different guides
in the organization and valuation of the infantile work, despite the fact that the
migrants share a migratory history and a common settlement process.

This is, there is a diversity of guides in the family contexts, which provide a
different meaning to the labour the boys and girls do, according to the economic
needs, cultural elements, resources and the own migration process, and even
cooperation and conflict situations among its members. In this way, they offer
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the minor a differentiated action framework as some can conclude their studies,
even in adverse economic conditions, and others face the need of incorporating
themselves full time to the labour life.

We present grosso modo a part of the reality that is presented in scenarios
as the neighborhoods of San Quentin Valley, formed by migrant and indigenous
families, where children are an important part of this process. That is why, and
as a conclusion I would like to ask a question as starting point for new reflections;
which are the options that are presented to the new children's generations,
particularly indigenous children, in attraction regions such as San Quentin
Valley?
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