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he aging problematic occupies a privileged space in the current
demographic research. Aging is a global phenomenon, although it has
its own characteristics among regions and countries. In the developed

countries it occurred much more slowly than in the underdeveloped ones. In
Latin America and the Caribbean, the changes in the age structure and the
resulting demographic aging respond to an accelerated process, linked to the
decrease of general and infantile mortality in the middle of the last century, and
with the drastic decrease of the fecundity in the mid 1960‘s and beginning of
1970’s. Aging affects all the countries of the region, although not with the same
intensity. In this sense, the challenge is enormous and practically immediate for
the countries in advance stages of the demographic transition, but not less for
the rest, in conditions of delay, with structural, economic and social limitations
and institutional conditions to face the new demands of the population. Besides,
aging in the region takes place in poverty, social inequity, unemployment and
growing income inequities contexts. Aging is a mainly feminine phenomenon,
determined by the greater natural survival of women and is mainly concentrated
in the urban areas, answering the dominant tendencies of urbanization, to the
demographic dynamics and the longer life expectancy in the cities.

Old adult population represents a vulnerable group, with high incidence to
poverty. The old age population’s welfare depends greatly on its levels of
education, as well as familiar support and the possible savings at the moment of
retiring from their working activities. In particular, in the case of women, many
of them face old age in widowhood, besides of being affected by the unequal
treatment in comparison to men in the work markets. The retirement and pension
systems’ coverage in our countries is relatively low and, when in use, these do
not cover the basic needs of the beneficiaries. The processes of working
flexibility and informality are factors that operate in detriment of the access
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possibilities to such social security systems, particularly by poor old adults. To
a certain extent, the worries about aging have been acquired by the political
sectors linked to neo-liberal policies that state the uselessness of the current
public pensions’ systems and foster the privatization of the social security
systems and the increase of the workers’ retirement age. Demographic aging
also implies social aging, which is in relation of the recent changes in the work
markets and their environments since they privilege young work force, which
turns even more complicated the subsistence of old adults who do not receive
retirement help or any kind of incomes.

The Latin American region is experiencing a generalized process of
sustained old population growth. According to the estimates from the Latin
American Center of Demography, the proportion of 60 years and more
population represented, in 2000, eight percent, and it will reach 14.1 percent in
2025 and 22.6 percent in 2050. The challenges are harder and more complex.
The retirement of the State from its social functions regarding social security,
health attention and disconcert generation, leaves the population, mainly old
adults in a situation of abandonment and bewilderment. The recent reform to the
pension systems in the region, according to the World Bank, their initial
developer, has turned to be inefficient and “incomplete and has failed in the
extension of social prevision”. In this matter, welfare of an important part of old
adults depends on the support generated by the familiar environments. The co-
residence of old adults with other family members seems to be the only
alternative of economic support and attention. However, with the decrement of
fecundity and its impact over the families’ size reduction; it could be presumed
a certain degree of weakening in the solidarity nets, with consequences over the
possibilities of securing a certain quality of life for the old adults. It could be said
that we are facing an unsure situation of institutional emptiness, which nor the
State nor the market are covering, and which the family could hardly face.

The demographic transition, and along it, the modification of the population’s
age structure, has put in doubt the future viability and sustainability of the existing
health systems while introducing changes in the coverage and attention profile,
at least in two other different senses: on one hand, demographic aging coincides
with the epidemiological transition, which implies the phasing from a situation
characterized by the predominance of contagious illnesses over those non-
contagious or chronic-degenerative and incapacitating illnesses that are starting
to have an impact over the health services systems specially used by the
population in advanced ages; and on the other hand, despite the fast drop of
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fecundity, the increment of the proportion of women in reproductive ages
determined by the inertia of the number of women who were born in previous
stages of high fecundity rates is another relevant factor of the demographic
dynamics with direct consequences over the orientation of the health services
and the relative increment of the demand of maternal-infantile and sexual and
reproductive attention of women in procreating ages. The link population-health
acquires new dimensions and contents.

In this number of Papeles de POBLACIÓN there is a set of amply suggesting and
opportune works, resulting of researches on this and other issues of notorious
academic, social and political interest.

The first section, the central of the issue, is about demographic aging, socio-
demography, dependence and attention conditions and assessment of the census
data on old adult population in Mexico. It is led by the article by Virgilio Partida
Bush, General Director of Sociodemographic Studies and Prospective of the
National Council of Population, and it is about the demographic transition and the
aging process in Mexico, presented from the transformations of mortality,
fecundity and migration variables during last century, and long term prospective.
The following article is from Elmyra Ybáñez Zepeda, Eunice Danitza Vargas
Valle and Ana Luz Torres Martínez, researchers from North Border College,
University of Texas and the Autonomous University of Baja California,
respectively. The article, based on the National Survey on Health and Aging in
Mexico, analyzes the factors that influence on the old adults familiar co-
residence in the urban and rural contexts in Mexico. The work of Leticia Robles
Silva, researcher from the University of Guadalajara, shows that care, besides
having a beneficial social function for the elderly, is also a mechanism of old age
depreciation. The article by Carlos Garrocho, researcher from the Colegio
Mexiquense, and Juan Campo, professor-researcher from the Autonomous
University of the State of Mexico, explores the spatial location of the old adult
population and proposes a segregation index of that population in the metropolitan
area of Toluca, State of Mexico for the years 1990 and 2000. Finally, the article
by Dídimo Castillo Fernández and Fortino Vela Peón, researchers from the
Population Research and Advanced Studies Center of the Autonomous University
of the State of Mexico and from the Metropolitan Autonomous University
Campus Xochimilco, respectively, analyzes the modifications in the age structure,
and from the application of the modified Whipple index to the old adult
population, evaluates the census information quality in regards to the age
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declaration form the population of advanced ages in Mexico, by federative
entity, between 1970 and 2000.

The second section is on sexuality and sexual and reproductive health of the
adolescents. The article by Carlos Welti Chanes, researcher from the Social
Researches Institute of the National Autonomous University of Mexico, based
on the data from the National Reproductive Health Survey analyzes the age of
the first sexual relation and the age of the first child for different cohorts of
women, according to their educational level and their place of residence in eight
different federative entities of Mexico. The article by Fatima Juárez and Cecilia
Gayet, researchers from the Demographic, Urban, and Environmental Studies
Center of the Colegio de Mexico, and the Latin American Faculty of Social
Sciences, respectively, presents a wide framework for the analysis and
evaluation of the sexual and reproductive health policies addressed to young
people in Mexico.

The third section is formed by two works; the essay by Daniel Nehring, from
the University of Essex; the essay explores the cultural constructions of the
gender relations in Mexico from the argument that the gender relationships in
Mexico must be understood from the consideration of historic processes; and
the article by Edith Alejandra Pantelides, researcher from the Population
Studies Center and Hernan Manzelli, researcher from the University of Buenos
Aires, analyzes the different forms of violence exercised between couples of six
countries based on a survey performed to men in those Centro American
countries.
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