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Abstract

One the aims of this social research is the
creation of typologies that show in an
organized way the data and that give in detail
the characteristics of a phenomenon and its
complexity, which in many occasions is
reached by a natural way. This is the case of
return migration and the typology established
here, result of a wider study called Life course
of the retired emigrants of the province of
Jaén. Return factors and expectations.
Actually, the different types of return constitute
“scenarios” formed by a set of individual,
familiar and social aspects and circumstances
(personal and non-personal), by which
emigrants are led to take the decision of
returning. Sometimes it has been difficult to
discern which determines the retuning decision.

Key words: migration, return migration, life
course trajectories, retired emigrants, Jaén
province, Spain.

Introduction

Resumen

Escenarios de retorno de los emigrantes
jubilados de la provincia de Jaén, España

Uno de los objetivos de la investigación
científica consiste en definir tipologías que
muestren de un a forma organizada los datos y
que den a conocer con detalle las
características de un fenómeno y su
complejidad, lo que muchas veces se consigue
de forma natural. Este es el caso de la
migración con retorno y de la tipología que se
establece aquí, producto de un estudio más
amplio denominado Trayectorias de vida de
los emigrantes jubilados de la provincia de
Jaén. Determinantes y expectativas de retorno.
Los diferentes tipos de retorno, en realidad,
constituyes “escenarios” conformados por un
conjunto de aspectos y circunstancias
(personales y no personales), por medio de los
cuales los emigrados no toman la decisión de
regresar. Esta pluralidad de circunstancias
dificulta el ejercicio de discernir cuál de ellas
actúa como determinante en la decisión del
regreso.

Palabras clave: migración, migración de
retorno, trayectorias de vida, emigrantes
jubilados, provincia de Jaén, España.

panish emigration has played, from different points of view, a very
important role in the history of the Spanish population, since it has been
the population’s blowoff valve when the governmental system and theS
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economic forces have failed at finding a place for many Spaniards in the
development of the country, by the same time when it has canalized important
economic resources in form of foreign exchange and remittances sent by
emigrants to their relatives, or brought by themselves when the emigration has
been temporal. But emigration does not tend to be unidirectional and it is
possible that the migration cycle does not end at the destiny location, but turn
into a mobility model (Checa et al., 2002). The return exists not only in one real
sense1 in the case of those who return in a way, but also appears as a possibility
in the minds of those who are still emigrants2 which give name to the “myth of
return” (Pascual, 1993) or the difficulty of identifying the direction they will
follow once they’ are in emigration (Bolzman et al., 1993; Serra, 2000:
Schaefer, 2001). This happens this way because many are the cases where
emigration is presented as a short staying in order to earn some extra money and
solve limited economic urgencies, it means, the idea of returning is part of the
migratory project since the beginning. Nevertheless, some studies demonstrate
that the current reality at the arrival place offers opportunities of development
that overcome the original expectations, reason why very frequently emigrates
extend the time they are far from their origin place, even for the rest of their lives.

The attempts to study the return in a context of general research are many
(Álvarez e Izquierdo, 1997; Egea et al., 2002), in general appreciations on
population’s mobility (Cerase, 1974; Castillo, 1997: Martínez, 1999) or in
reason of elder people who moves because of extraeconomic reasons (Dweyer,
2000; King, 2000; Warnes, 2003; Durand, 2005). However, the return always
cedes to the impulse the new migration movements are given by the media and
the catalogues of current social affairs.

In spite of the little attention paid to the return current in the scientific world,
and outside it, it is still a very important flow, both due to it great volume and
its presence in the media, as well as the fact that the present current of return has
more demographic profiles than those emigration had in its moment (Rodríguez
et al., 2002). At the end, the decision of coming back taken by emigrants implies
the facing of a new migration, as complex, or more, as the one causing this, even
1 According to the Residential Variation Statistics (INE) between 1997 and 2001 19.5 of the migrants
returned to Andalusia, one of the provinces with an important and critical migration tradition, a very
similar percentage to that of the immigrants (19.1 percent). From whom four percent return from
another country and 44.4 percent from within Spain.
2 According to the Absent Residents Electoral Census (INE), in 2000 there were 122 340 people from
Andalusia living abroad, mainly in European countries and Latin America. And according to the 1991
Population Census (INE), 1 740 000 were outside Andalusia in any Spanish provinces, mainly in
Barcelona and Madrid.
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more when it is about old emigrants, retired people or close to retiring age, who
have been in emigration great part of their lives, hoping to have the opportunity
of returning, and than now they have to take that decision after a long trajectory
far from their origin place. Their family has been transformed and extended,
new friends have been made, and other customs have been adopted as their
origin place has changed. In that way, the motivations to return now have a
distinguishable significance (Callea, 1986; Lillo, 2000), among them, the
family is a referential element at the time of the decision (Dumon, 1986; Recaño,
1999; Ruiz, 2002, Bolzman et al., 2001)

So, the acknowledgement of this current, not only in the case of those who
have returned, as the objective of this research, but also of those who have not
returned, implies knowing the return of emigration; in other words, the
characteristics and circumstances of many people’s return who with their
emigration have been an important part of the recent history of the Spanish
population. Also about the characteristics and circumstances of those wanting
to return and they cannot face that return, or of those who, after returning face
general problems of integration (Arawolo, 2000) or of social exclusion
(Fernández, 2000).

As it was mentioned before, the attention paid to the phenomenon is less in
comparison to the importance given to other current migratory phenomena. In
this matter, the concept of return used by the administration, since it is in a way,
excluding in the sense of considering as returned people those who have been
emigrants outside Spain, not considering (or appraising) those who emigrated
in the same conditions and motives to Madrid, Barcelona, Basque country, etc.
Neither is the statistical data consistent enough for scientist have felt the need
of analyzing it (Rodríguez et al., 2002). But there is no doubt that the
phenomenon in Spain has had and still has its importance, since there is a body
of scientific references backing it. So, that way approximations of general
character can be found, pioneer indeed (Castillo, 1980; Garmendia, 1981;
Pascual, 1983; Cazorla, 1989), not forgetting that in the regional and local
ambits it has been marked also a notable researching tradition (Azcárate, 1988;
Valero, 1991; Álvarez, 1997; Gómez y Bel, 1999; Hernández, 2000; Rodríguez,
1998; Egea y Nieto, 2001; Rodríguez et al., 2002; Recaño, 2004). And that this
tendency of geographical appreciation of return migration in Spain has had, and
still has a link with the Mediterranean or South of Europe as the frame where
these movements take place, movements of emigration and return (King et al.,
1986; Waldorf, 1997; Bolzman et al., 1999).
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The proposed work has as an objective to know, apart from the classical
interpretation schemes, the different scenarios where the return of people from
Jaén take place, it means, retired people or close to the retirement age who
prepare their return or who have already returned and definitely assume a new
migration, this time to the place they have always thought of returning to, even
though it does not coincides with the one they left years or decades ago.

Sources and method

The principal source of the research is oral documents, obtained by deep
interviews to a total of 64 returned emigrants to various municipalities of the
province of Jaén3 (map 1) and with other different characteristics in respect to
gender and Spanish province or origin country (table 1), keeping the same
profile of being the same emigrants (men and women), who were born in
municipalities of the aforementioned province, with a long permanence in
emigration, and retirees or people who are close to the age of retirement at the
moment of the research. Even though the initial research,4 some non-returned
emigrants were interviewed as well, in this case basically are taken those
emigrants who have returned to their place of origin.

 From the geographical point of view, 22 municipalities in total have been
selected, choice that corresponds to criteria of demographic size and localization
in the provincial space, parting from the hypothesis that the return can be less
stimulated when occurs in small and isolates municipalities. The selected
municipalities (map 1) constitute almost a quarter of the total municipalities in
the giennese province.5

3 The province of Jaén is one of the Spanish provinces and of the Andalusian region with greater
emigration tradition, especially after the Civil Spanish War (1939).
4 This work is part of the research on Trayectorias de vida de los emigrantes jubilados de la provincia
de Jaén. Determinantes y expectativas de retorno. Subsidized by the Institute of Giennese Studies
(Provincial Deputation of Jaén).
5 In this selection, the collaboration of third parties has been decisive when making contact with the
interviewees: personal contacts, presidents of the Retirees Home, principals of the adult education
centres, the emigrants and the response from the responsible people of the municipal census of
inhabitants, and social workers to mailed questionnaires.
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From the methodological point of view, the deep interview is one of the forms
to proceed within the biographic method.6 In this research, this qualitative
analysis technique has served to know the multitude of conditionings for the
return, at the same time to explain in a different way the migratory movements,
in this case the return current, from recovering the memories of the people who
have starred and still star the emigration from Jaén.7 This technique must not be
confused with surveys, since the latter are conformed by a series of closed and
previously encoded questions; instead, the deep interview allows the subject’s
free expression, who constructs a very personal argument of his/her own based
on his/her experiences and existence, having as a result extra richness of the
information, thing that surveys cannot provide (Ramírez, 1996). The method
consists on the interviewee relating his/her own life starting with some subjects,
thus the interviewer’s interventions will only be to conduct the narration. The

6 The biographic method implies the convergence between “the subjective testimony of an individual
to the light of his/her vital trajectory, of his/her experiences…and the capture of a life which is the
reflection of an epoch, of social norms…” (Pujadas, 1992: 44). The result is the construction of histories
of life, stories that transmit the ways of life of a person or a collective in a concrete historic moment
(Santamarina y Marinas, 1994).
7 From some decades ago, the qualitative approximation to the migratory studies is gaining strength
opposite to the researchers need to deepen in the fundaments of the decision taking migration decants
(Ramírez, 1996; Labraga y García, 1997).

TABLE 1
PROFILE OF THE INTERVIWED PEOPLE

Characteristics 
Spanish Province/ 

destiny country 
  

Gender Spanish provinces 30 
M 9 France 17 Individual 1 46 
F 37 Germany 7 

Switzerland 4 
England 2 
Holland 1 
Argentina 2 

Marriages2 18 

Brazil 1 
Total3 64  64 

 Source: own elaboration.
1 It means that in the interview only one person took part.
2 The two members of the couple participated.
3. The people returned to different municipalities of the province of Jaén (Andalusia, Spain).
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result is of great value from the experience point of view since it constitutes the
individual appraisal of the most immediate environment, his/her world, which
is definitely is a historic, political, economic and social moment.

The interviews have been done with a semi structured script where some
questions about three migration moments have been included: the departure
from the origin place, the arrival and staying at the destination, and the return
to the origin place as a result of all the emigration experience, to which some
previous experiences and immediately posterior to the decision of retuning.

In this way of researching it is suggested that the sampling method has the
snow ball effect, initiating a process with a short list of people, or third parties
who can provide information about them, so one person leads to another and so
on. The final number of interviews is reached at the moment when the obtained
information from a person does not provide anything else to the information
already obtained, it means, we have an informative saturation (Pujadas, 1992).
From this research experience, saturation as a criterion for determining the
quantity of interviews is not easily reached, since each one of the narrations
provide different aspects related to the emigration and return experiences. Each
life experience is different because is conformed by particular experiences
which make it almost exclusive (Bazo, 1992).

Finally, the content of the interviews has been analyzed with software based
on the management of texts. From the various offers in the market for this
research, the use of ATLAS.ti was chosen (Rodríguez y Egea, 2003).

Conditional factors on migration of return in Andalusia

Andalusia, as other Spanish regions, recently has had a demographic history
marked by two simultaneous phenomena, a high birth rate and emigration.
Fecundity, historically high, has generated a young demographic structure,
while economy has been based on the exploitation of agricultural resources with
a propriety structure concentrated in few people. The consequence of these two
processes, especially in the second half of the XX century, was the migration of
many young people toward urban and industrial Spanish and European areas.
It is estimated that between 1940 and 1970 1.6 million Andalusians left the
region, which represented more than a fifth of the whole regional population
(Recaño, 1998).
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Historically speaking, the Andalusian population has been marked by a
continuous growth of its effectives as a consequence of a strong natural growth,
due to high birth rates that not even emigration in it best moments could
eliminate.

Emigration in Andalusia has been a rooted phenomenon in the territory and
affected by internal and external causes. Among the firs ones are the economic
development, historically based on agricultural and mining activities, with
scarce industrial activity and the richness of demographic resources. Both
factors are directly influenced by a disposition to relief and a structure of the
settlements system that have fostered a remarkable emigration.

The Andalusian relief is characterized by a range of mountains located in the
north (Sierra Morena and sierras de Sevilla and Huelva), and to the south
(cordillera Bética and cordillera Penibénica) between these are the valley of
Guadalquivir and the intraberic depression, leaving in the south the narrow
coast line. On this orography, the population’s distribution has a historical
character, already set by the XV century to develop by the first half of the XX
century a set of agrarian cities. Only the recent economic transformation has
allowed the diversification of the territory according to the different economic
units, among which stands out the agrarian activity in most part of the territory,
which shares with the industrial activities and the services in the cities and with
the littoral tourism.

Of course, the population nucleuses look for more favourable spaces where
to develop their economic and relations systems, so it is not difficult to
appreciate the population’s concentration in the big cities and towns located in
the valleys and the Mediterranean and Atlantic costs, where the economic
activities are longer lasting. On the contrary, in the mountain areas, the
population nucleuses are smaller and the difficulties for agriculture are many in
some cases, derived from the soil’s erosion and the practice of agricultural
activities that have over exploited the soil in order to offer economic resources
to a over grown population in the territory (Zoido y Caballero, 2001). Definitely,
a combination of weak, easily eroded soils and scarce agricultural capability
historically facilitated the emigration in many areas of the Andalusia’s interior.
To this we have to add that the organization of the propriety dominated by the
juxtaposition of large estates and a cacique system on which the work’s
distribution depended, as well as the form of payment and the use of big
exploitations.
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All that has given place to a migratory behaviour facilitated by the lack of
economic resources and that conditioned a regressive demography, with
population losses superior to one percent annually in the decade of 1950. Is a
very commonly accepted rule that the Andalusian migration has rooted in the
small municipalities of the interior (northern mountain ranges and interiors), far
from the centres of higher economic potentiality, with an economic rural base.
Out from this ambit is the littoral, the province capital cities and some head of
districts with a very prominent demographic dynamism (Benabent, 1998;
Parejo, 1998; Fernández, 2001).

The demographic features of migrants are very well defined. It was about a
young population, mainly men, but also families with children, without any
professional qualifications, the typical working class in the agriculture, and with
scarce educational formation (Cózar, 1987; Pedregal, 1998). That group of
population, most of them wage-earners and day labourers, did not have another
choice but emigration (Carzola, 1978) and ended up joining the marginal
neighbourhoods of the (Spanish and European) cities. Emigration towards
European countries differs in part because it is done by young men, with a
certain character of temporality, and that was later affected by a familiar
reunification process and of new families’ formation abroad. In general,
emigrants were considered as a “solution” since they contributed to alleviate the
overpopulation in Andalusia in the Spain of development of the decades of 1960
and 1970, but also were seen as a “problem”, since they contributed to generate
economic richness in the Spanish and European industrial regions in detriment
of the future economic Andalusian development. This process is considered as
one of the reasons for the economic disequilibrium among the Spanish regions
(Cózar, 1987). The Andalusian emigration is an example of the resources
transference from agriculture first to the industry and then to the services.

The Basque country was the first region to receive Andalusian emigrants, but
Cataluña and Madrid, in that order, concentrated the largest number until the
middle of the decade of 1970 (Recaño, 1998), time when Andalusia stops having
its function as a provider of emigrants outside the region (García y Delgado,
1988). About emigration to Europe, Andalusia is still the first purveyor to
Germany, France and Switzerland, as the main destiny countries (IEA, 1993;
Palazón, 1998). The oriental provinces of Andalusia (Granada y Jaén), along
with Cordoba, were the main emission sources of emigrants in the decades of
1960 and 1970, being Jaén the province with the highest emigration rate, since
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almost 40 percent of the population emigrated between 1940 and 1970 (Recaño,
1998).

The drastic reduction of the Andalusian migrants departure a the end of the
decade of 1970 —due to the fall of the employment demand in receptor regions
as well as the restrictions to enter to some European countries— allows
confirming a small amount quantity of Andalusian emigrants who returned.
This does not mean that this current had not existed before, but in those years
is more evident in front odf the decrement of large numbers of emigration
(Pascual, 1983). From the decade of 1980, the return is a reality in the
Andalusian demographic dynamic, demonstrable from any approximation
form, quantitative (IEA, 1993) or qualitative (Cazorla et al., 1979; Cazorla,
1989). However, immigration to Andalusia from the nationals from European
countries (retirees) and from developing countries (Moroccan) in search of job
opportunities (Feria, 1998; Cohen and Reyes, 1998) is an important component
of the current Andalusian population.

Types of return

Works on return migration, where the typology is of this is proposed, show the
way this classificatory effort can be supported by different points, always
depending on the objectives of the research and the used data.

On one hand there would be the types that take part of the research results,
focusing on the aspects and circumstances on emigration previous to the return,
and less on the aspects and circumstances of the return per se. Those are works
of a marked qualitative methodology. And on the other hand, those works that
part from a deep knowledge of the source to be used. These tend to be works of
a more quantitative nature.

Of the first group we can mention those of Cerase (1974), Álvarez (1997) and
Durand (2005). Cerase differentiates four types of return:

1. Return of failure, which defines emigration developed for a short time,
while the emigrant has worked under precarious conditions and of low
qualifications. To this is added the scarce adaptation of the individuals
involved and the feeling of fear and discomfort, even though they keep
positive memories.

2. Return of conservativeness, that identifies returned emigrants who have
dedicated the time of the emigration, almost exclusively, to work and
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save in order to improve their original level of life: this have kept them far
from any other activity or investment that would involve extra expenses.
The idea of the return explains the reason why they have never lost the
contact with the origin place, by time to time visits or the maintenance of
material assets.

3. Return of retirement; is the one that is produced when the retirement age
comes, and according to the author, the decision is conditioned by the
existence, not by the children.

4. Return of innovation, where are identified the emigrants that aspire to
returning, improving their level of live, but taking as a reference the
guides of the place where they have been emigrants.

In some way, Álvarez (1997) proposes a similar classification, but
distinguishing three types after a qualitative analysis elaborated with base on
deep interviews.

1. Predicted return, that identifies the situation of those emigrants that at the
moment of the departure had some objectives to be reached, once they
reached them, they return. Emigration responds to an official planning
and the time of this is between 5 and 10 years.

2. Forced return, in this case the people who returned are those who
emigrated when the were very young, and return due to the weak
economic situation and the social instability of the destiny countries,
Uruguay and Argentina in the first place and Venezuela in the second.

3. Return for maladjustment, this is the one produced in European countries
as well as in countries from Latin America. In these countries the
emigration time was surrounded by a feeling of maladjustment, where
social and cultural factors intervene.

Durand’s research (2005) based on an important field work, lead to five types
of return, which essentially coincide with some already mentioned:

1. Voluntary and definite return, which is the one performed after a long
staying abroad and the project of returning is seen from the proposal of
a last movement.

2. Return of temporal workers, this identifies the cases where the returns
arrive when the working contract ends. The phrase “there isn’t anything
more permanent than a temporal worker” is very illustrative to this
respect.
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3. Transgenerational return. It is the return of emigrants’ descendents
(children, grand children, great grand children) and depends on the
current immigration law. This type of return explains the arrival of certain
number of Latin Americans to Spain, and the attempts of many others.

4. Return in compulsory conditions, which include those who return due to
political or racial reasons. Very probably at the moment of the emigration
some other forced circumstances occurred (refugees, deported, etc.).

5. Voluntary return: the failure, which is less defined, taking, for its profile,
the causes and reasons behind the decision of retuning after being in
emigration for a long time.

From a more geographical point of view, in the sense of locating the direction
of the current, relating the origin place (departure place of the returned
emigrant) and the destiny place (return place of identified with the birth place)
Pascual’s (1993) work can be mentioned, as well as the one by Egea et al.,
(2004). In the first one, the author proposes a typology for the study of the
“return displacements in the metropolitan area of Barcelona”, considering as
returned those people of Spanish nationality, coming from abroad and who
return to the urban area of Barcelona, distinguishing two types of basic returns
depending if the return is made or not to the birth place:

1. Returns in the strict geographical sense: people who were born in the
metropolitan area of Barcelona and that return to it from Europe.

2. Returns in the wide sense: people who where born in Spain (but Cataluña)
and who return to the metropolitan area of Barcelona from Europe.

In the second case, Egea et al., establish a typology based on the residential
variation statistics (EVR) to study the “return migration in Andalusia” (2004).
In this study the concept of return is widened when considering as returned
people not only those emigrants from abroad, but also those who emigrate from
the interior of the country and even in Andalusia. This way, two types of return
are established and within them, three subtypes:
1. Return from the exterior of Andalusia: return to the municipality of birth

(strict return from the exterior); return to the province of birth, but to a
municipality different from the birth one (wide return from the exterior),
and return to Andalusia, but to a province different from the birth
province (wide return from the exterior).
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Reasons of the 

destiny’s place 

rejection  

(objective) 

 

+ 

Role of the family 

in destiny and origin 

place (subjective) 

 

+ 

Links with the 

origin place  

(subjective) 

 

2. Return from the interior of Andalusia: return to the municipality of birth
(strict return from an Andalusian province different to the one of birth
(intra-provincial strict return), and the return to the birth province, but to
a different municipality (intra-provincial wide return) and the return to
the birth municipality from another municipality of the same province
(strict intra-provincial return). As it is visible, this wide classification
allow the counting the return at any scale, being obvious that the “strict
return” in is the one from any part to the birth municipality.

Return scenarios of retired emigrants in Jaén

The previous classifications show the possibilities and complexity that the
research has on the return. In the research developed on the retired emigrants of
the Jaén province as many groups as reason for returning could be established,
but if we focus on describing not the motives but the individual’s context who
returns for that reason, it would be almost impossible to reach an operative
classification because that cause, no matter how important or determinant it is
at the time of deciding the return, is not isolated from another series of
circumstances and hence it is not enough to explain or know in deep the decision
taken.

However, the sensible gathering of elements that form the return allows the
creation an explanatory model of the factors that intervene in it.

SCHEME 1
EXPLANATORY MODEL OF THE RETURNING DECISION
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Reasons of the destiny’s place rejection , of objective nature. 

 
 

Sociolaboral situation :   
    Reach retirement.   
Problems at the destiny place:   
    Of health related to the weather.   
    Dwelling ruinous condition.  
    Lack of language skills.   
    Decrease of the acquisition capability when retired.   
Role of the family at the origin and destiny place, of subjective nature.   
 Family support :  
    Implication of the “own” family”:  
    Support from children and spouse.   
    Support to elder relatives   
    Family regrouping.   
    No implication of children and grandchildren.  
    Maintenance of family links:   
    Desire of being close to the family.   
Links with the origin place, o a subjective nature.   
Maitenance of links:   
    Frequent visits   
    Investment in assets.
 

  
  Conservation of assets.   
    Conservation of positive memories (nostalgia, homesickness).  

  

TABLE 2
REASONS OF RETURNING

This scheme allows the interpretation of the return fundaments according to
objective and subjective issue. The former ones are linked to the motives that
instead of emigration —of destiny— mean rejection. In table 2 can be seen the
existing relation with the retirement as an evident aspect of a socio-working
situation. Retirement means that an active person stops being so when reaching
a determinate age, which does not mean that, after a part of his/her life, this new
stage of economic inactivity offers an adequate standard of life: age and sickness
or physical deficiencies go together, which can be aggravated with a prejudicial
environment; dwellings with problems, because the tenants never wanted to
invest more than the strictly necessary, and thinking in the return they chose to
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ensure a dignifying dwelling in the origin place; economic difficulties to live with
the retirement money, even more when the emigration occurred in other
countries, where the retirement payment does not adjust to the prices of the
market, etc.

The subjective aspects are linked to the personal sphere and from them we
can identify two levels: the role of the family, in origin as well as in destiny, and
the links that have been maintained at the origin place. About the first level, the
way the family is implicated in the decision of returning, or affected by it, is very
complex. The deliberation is usually agreed by all, from the couple to the
children and even other relatives. In any case, it is always a person who give the
“pull” and who is not necessarily the head of the family.

In this familiar context is undoubtable the role children play as a limiting
factor in the return decision, even though that when the return decision is very
clear, it is kept despite them, being other motives the ones that are imperative
in such decision (support to older relatives, better quality of life, simply going
back, etc.). In these cases it can not be augmented that the parents prefer being
close to their children in order to assure themselves the support at aging, since
there are many relatively young people who have returned, in the group of older
people to which early retirees belong to, and on the contrary, they still look after
of any of their children, if not of their grandchildren (which is the most frequent
thing).

The second level of subjective motives means that the emigrants have never
been apart, physically or sentimentally, from their origin place, and very surely
in this keeping of links is the origin of the return of those who have never been
really gone: they come back on holidays or whenever they can; they return to the
house they left, which have been improving, or to the one they have bought as
one oft heir objectives has been reached. The dwelling becomes then in a mute
witness but alive of those who have gone but are still here; but also keep friends
and familiar attachments, end even more, the homesickness and nostalgia of the
definite return.

As it has been mentioned before, different circumstances in the life of the
emigrants in destiny give as a result different scenarios about the return:
anticipated return, re-emigration, failed return, circular return and familiar
return. The dissection of these scenarios is performed in the following paragraphs,
using some verbal quotations that help to their interpretation.

The anticipated return is defined with the circumstances in which some
emigrants planned their return with plenty of time before retirement, some times
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at the beginning of the emigration process. In is not about a real return, in the
literal meaning, but an idea that had turned into reality of the circumstances, at
that very time, would have allow it. This anticipation does not stop being, very
frequently, the answer to a frustration or frustration to the new situation. This
can be an indicator of a “forced” emigration by the circumstances and not a free
decision.

Along desperation, another motive moves around the idea of the return in the
first years or even the first months of the emigration; that motive is the time
emigrants thought they were going to be out. It can be assured that most of them
understand migration as something transitory that will last the just the necessary
time to solve the issues that have provoked the departure: most of the times,
having a job and knowing that this is better paid than the one they had in before
leaving. It is possible that the idea of understanding the emigration as an
eventual departure pulls up the feeling of return kept for decades, the “myth of
the return”. Sometimes, the idea of the return is stronger in the children and
when these have the age to form part of the change but without leaving the idea
of being away from the known and loved.

In front of these circumstances, various aspects that have chain reaction start
to stop the reality of the return, but not the desire. In the first place, there is a very
rapidly verifiable truth; it is not that easy and fast to get what is intended when
emigrating for example and very frequently, a job that allows earning money in
an almost immediately. Having a job is not very complicated in the years the
departure took place (at the end of the fifties, sixties and even the beginning of
the seventies), it is harder to get important incomes and in a short time. Even if
it is true that the working conditions in the urban environment, and more in the
European countries than in Spain, respect more the workers’ rights having a
fixed minimum salary, in comparison to the precariousness of the rural
environment, the truth is that destiny place also means higher expenses that do
not allow saving anything of what it is earned. The alternative of this impossibility
of returning immediately is investing little by little in the origin place assuring
a dignifying dwelling where to go back.

Along this effectiveness related to the working world there is not another
reality for the people who faced emigration selling all their assets: houses, lands,
or even worse, having nothing to sell, they had to ask for loans and left debts
behind, mainly of first necessity items (medication, bread, etc.). These
circumstances of return, more than idea is, in the good sense of the word, a
fantasy, since it would have been necessary to have had a strong economic
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backup for the return and to recover what at the beginning was sold. “We
couldn’t go back after three years, we didn’t have a place to live we didn’t have
nothing, we had the same harvest, I had sold the yoke, I had sold the car…we
had sold the pigs, everything…” (S. (w) Alcalá la Real; emigrant in Lausanne.

After the fist years, that idea of returning begins to fade away, because the
situation starts to change and in a very noticeable way from the economic point
of view. The procurement of higher income levels, working and social rights
associated to the post, the possibility of double wages in the family when the
woman also works, etc. are factors that favour the positive appraisal of
emigration. This turns more evident when a glance is taken to the origin place
and it is observed how everything still turns around the agricultural campaigns
(the harvest of olive, in the case of the province of Jaén), which working time
depends on the harvest and this depends on the weather.

Along all this, a sentiment of rooting or adaptation is being produced when
the children start to make friends or, at their time, start dating. The following
step will be that they form a family on their own am grandchildren arrive. This
family evolution, maybe more than in any other external phenomenon, is what
roots the protagonists of the emigration to the place where they arrive. “At the
few years, well, yes, I’d have left…when my children were little…but now that
they’re married…the grandchildren a re here…” (J.J. (m) emigrant from
Mancha Real, in Valence).

However, this familiar transformation is not going to stop the return of the
original emigrants, it means, the father and the mother, the first generation,
when retirement arrives. The return is faced with the sentimental pain it brings,
but the decision of returning was already taken from the start.

Once they have returned, the re-emigration is proposed, it is necessary to ask:
“Would the people who have returned to emigrate once again? Under which
circumstances?” it is about facing a new emigration after coming back. In the
same circumstances as in the previous case, this type of return is not easily found
in real life since is it is the result of an expectation or desire that according to
the circumstances, can come true. In these circumstances, the return would not
be the end of the individual or family’s emigration process, but the definite re-
emigration, from which they will not return to their origin place.

The proposal of this re-emigration still shows interesting issues due to the
diversity of circumstances from where it is proposed. For some people questioning
this possibility does not seem impossible, in part because the return has been
something casual, something unexpected and that has raised from a relative’s
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sickness, or thinking of initiating or resume their previous life in their towns as a
way of beneficiating one of their children.

In the idea of emigrating once more the possibility of being close to their
children plays an important role as a residential strategy, almost the last in the
cycle of life, in relation with the possible health problems associated to the
process of biological degradation due to aging. Keeping a dwelling at the place
of origin can be part of that strategy, but even maintaining that dwelling,
migration after the return will only come when, in general, the problems derived
from aging lead to it; and only then, economic reasons, of dwelling or own
economic resources availability, are in a second plane in front of the unavoidable
need of caretaking and attention in the familiar ambit. Then, the dependency is
proposed as a problem to be solved according to the social norms of the Spanish
family, very concerned about the caretaking of older people by women (wives
and daughters): “If I went to Barcelona is because I was ill and couldn’t be by
myself…then I have to go with my daughters…who’s taking care of me? (C.
(w), Baños de la Encima; emigrant in Barcelona).

Similarly, the effective return does not happen when it is expected, the
interest in a new emigration is also a dream hard to get. Various aspects limit the
fact that this expectation comes true. One of then is the age, even more when the
return is made at an advance age, and one way or another turn indispensable the
need of familiar support, which can be found at the origin household: “I wasn’t
thinking of coming back for real…well, I’d still go, if I was younger…(to
Buenos Aires)”, (L (m), Úbeda; emigrant in Buenos Aires).

Another in the one referring to the existence of a patrimonial asset so rooted
in our culture as the ownership of a dwelling. This way, there are many the cases
of emigrants that have sold the dwelling in order to return. “I haven’t thought
about it (re-emigrating?) Because I have just sold the best house I had… I sold
it to come back here” (F (m), Castellar de Santisteban; emigrant in Gerona).

Bu the option of returning has not always the right one, sometimes there are,
once returned, a certain feeling of deception or equivocation. This is what is
called a failed return. There are various the reasons why it is thought that return
should not have happened and each one of those reasons has it own peculiarities.

In this case are several the scenarios where this return can be contextualized.
On one hand, the parents are the ones who return, which has negative repercussions
to the family, mainly in the children’s lives. The return is not planned with an
agreed family decision, but according to imperative or even conjunctural facts,
such as the illness of a relative, working problems, being encouraged by people



177 april/june 2005

Return migration scenarios of retired migrants of Jaén, Spain Return migration scenarios of retired migrants of Jaén, Spain Return migration scenarios of retired migrants of Jaén, Spain Return migration scenarios of retired migrants of Jaén, Spain Return migration scenarios of retired migrants of Jaén, Spain  /C. Egea and V. Rodríguez

at the origin place or by a more favourable situation there. The feeling of
frustration or guilt, in some parents, provokes the noticing how the familiar and
working prosperity is interrupted, in general in the search of a better familiar and
working stability or of professional and educational formation of any of their
children. The return at that moment implies regrettable situations that torment
those who took the decision (the parents). The following texts are very
illustrative of the situation.

If it hadn’t been because of the illness, we would’ve not have come back, because the
child was studying well, we were well collocated. I was at home and didn’t work that
much; he was really well and we wouldn’t have returned so quickly. Probably my
baby would have studied there (M, (w) Rus, emigrant in Paris).

I have regretted so much for coming back, and even more for my
daughter…because she was in a factory there, at the office; besides, her
studies…And when we came back I have stopped her from advancing, I…(J (m)
Campillo de Arenas; emigrant in Tarrasa).

But “equivocation” is not always in the parents. Sometimes these have
followed their children, who are the ones that have committed the equivocation
and very surely they have seen in the town what many emigrants wanted to see
in emigration to then realize it was not as it had been “described”.

The worst thing I’ve ever done was coming here…my son came in summer and he
liked this; and I have grown old: “But, where’re you going my son?...” and now, well,
he hasn’t told me but I know he regrets (F (m), Castellar de Santisteban ; emigrants
in Gerona).

In these fragments is evident that the equivocation and the frustration feeling
associated to the return does not seem to have an easy exit and sadly is not related
to the fact of living in a rural and small municipality. However, the return’s
“regret” can come from the lack of adaptation to the life in that kind of places,
although the return implies homesickness and nostalgia kept for years in the
emigration. The adaptation to the way of life (forgotten) of a rural and small
nucleus, and after so much time far from it, is more complicated when the return
decision has been taken by third parties.

As it can be seen, the return would not be related to the failure in emigration,
but to other more familiar determinants. Even though, this does not obviates the
recognition of cases where the achieved successes in emigration are the ones
that obliged the taking of such decision. This way, this obliged return, that later
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will turn into a failure return; will provoke the no acquisition of a owned dwelling
at the emigration place, in this case turns into a determinant, not only because the
meaning of the enjoyment of a private propriety, but for all the independence for
the elder people who have not found a place in their children’s house when these
latter have already have their own family. Facing this situation, the return is a
clear alternative, even more when the own dwelling is in the origin place. “If I
had had my house there, I wouldn’t have come. I would’ve stayed with my
daughter, but I can’t afford a house” (C. (w) Baños de la Encina; emigrant in
Barcelona).

The third return, defined as circular return is the situation many of the people
who have returned would like to enjoy, and indeed, many of them are in this case.
Enjoying the good things of both parts and being close to the relatives at the
origin and destiny places would be its more favourable consequences. In order
to have this situation, having a dwelling in both locations is a condition of great
importance and determines even more than other familiar issues. The dwelling
gives enough freedom to come and go without feeling that after being with some
relatives, normally with the children, the return becomes necessary, and to agree
with the expression “make yourself at home”.

The idea of maintaining this come and go activity that many emigrants invest
in a dwelling at the origin place in order to spend more than just the holiday’s
seasons there or when retirement or approaching. This way, the emigrant’s
familiar and residential referents, such as dwelling, offspring, the family in both
sides, are the ones that turn them into transients, keeping this circular movement
of return in a reflection period to decide which would be the most adequate place
to settle down for good.

We’re saying yes, and no, and yes, but I also think that I have two buried there; I have
my husband and my daughter. I have my sons, the others, I have three there and no,
I think and say: “I feel like it, but no”. Also the school…So I’m between the sword
and the stone, just like my son, who is also here…I come for three months, four. Last
year my grandson got married so I stayed here for almost a year (J. (w), Jaén, emigrant
from Mallorca).

Even though we are here, we are there because we come and go, we’re not
settled here. P. (m) Arjona; emigrant in Toulouse.

In this decision, other aspects related to the enjoyment of the economic and
working rights during emigration play an important role. Maybe the most
symptomatic example is the one of heath service: many returned people
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consider the treatment of certain health problems in the emigration place as the
fundamental reason for keeping this circular movement.

Coming here for good, no…because until my husband is retired we cannot have the
residence…we’ve been coming and going for three years…we come, pass the
revision and go back for four of five months. The medications, they give me some
for six months, well, six months…Now we have to come after Christmas, but we’re
staying for longer time because my husband is getting retired and, well, to come back,
because he says why all this coming and going, that’s enough…(D. (w), Baños de la
Encina; emigrant in Lyon).

As it can be seen throughout the analysis, two aspects seem to be present in
the previously described cases, the dwelling and the offspring. But, despite the
determinant the dwelling can be, the family is, from different points of view, as
important for taking the decision of returning that it is possible to talk about a
fifth type or scenario of return, the familiar return. Very frequently, the return
of retied emigrants is set in a “familiar return process” started by the children;
so what is produced is a “familiar regrouping process” at the origin place, as in
its moment the destiny place could have produced. In this case, the proposal that
the parents, as heads of family and first emigrants, return “to the “cosiness of
their children”, at least at the beginning, since, on one hand, and it has been
already mentioned, it is about young as well as retired people, who follow their
children to their return, keeping a commitment of support and help at the origin
place, the same way they would have done it at the destiny place. In all these
circumstances is easier than the return becomes an obligation, and later in a
failure decision.

Sons and daughters have, through their parents, the contact with the town,
looking or finding in the following trips a hole from which, later, have
encouraged their parents for them to return, giving not only sentimental reasons,
but also economic projects that involve the extended family, not only the nuclear
one.

Her husband, who’s a bricklayer, had a big illusion of buying a place here and build
a house. He sold the one in Madrid and decided to buy a house here…we went for
it and I also bought a parcel there. I sold the flat and built a house…because we were
still there, but we kept coming, and my daughter, both “dad, what are you doing there?
come with us, we are here…the grandchildren”… we were excited and moved” (J (m)
Campillo de Arenas; emigrant in Madrid).
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In other cases, the return is much related to the fact that one of their children
has developed a courtship with someone of the town in the following trips, and
that ended in marriage. So, the new marital status of a member of the family (son
or daughter) is the one that determines the return of all, or almost all the family.

The reason of coming back was that: L. was the first one, he came here to do a degree
in history, and met his girlfriend, and little by little things went moving on. We, who
have always had a thing for Úbeda, and we were wishing…(L (m) Úbeda, emigrant
in Madrid).

The return of young people (the offspring) also comes from the searching and
desire of enjoyment of a better level of life in the town, result of a residential
dissatisfaction at the emigration place or not having been able to get accustomed
to the place. The parents, who know the origin place better, are at this point, the
necessary support for the children having less adaptation problems, the mutual
family help that understand this as a space of solidarity.

Moreover, the bind with each child can be so strong that the retuning decision
of one of them is enough for the parents to move too, even though some other
children are left behind at the destiny place. The decision at the family
environment is and specific issue, since it is not always necessary, and never
turns into an obliged condition, that all the children are at the return place for
the parents to move. Normally the families are divided between the origin and
the destiny places. “We moved here to Martos, about ten or twelve years, I have
two married daughters here and two more, married too, there (Barcelona)” (E.
(m), Martos, emigrant in Barcelona).

Sometimes, the familiar return process can be interrupted when this is done
in stages, the same stages of emigration; from the rural environment to the
Spanish industrial city, and after that to a European city. That way is the first
return movement performed of all the family to that Spanish city as the first
emigration destiny, and a second, only by the parents to the origin place.

Finally, other relatives also allow extending the characterization of this last
type of return; siblings or relatives (of the first generation emigrants), even once
deceased. Likewise, the family at the original place implies an important help,
even more when solving the initial problems, such as having a place to live; it
means, relatives can play a fundamental role when encouraging and fostering
the return, as in its moment they could have played a role when emigrating.

Apart from these circumstances, we must not forget the coincidences that
destiny has to offer. So the return process can be led by such personal and
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fortuitous causes like a lover’s reunion after some years in emigration. “I came
on vacations with my father, I wanted to come to the Santa Lucías celebrations…I
stayed for three months, and the one who now is my husband, I met him when
we were young, before we wet to Buenos Aires” (V (w), Campillo de Arenas;
emigrant in Buenos Aires).

Conclusions

The population’s mobility is in general a complex phenomenon that exceeds the
possibilities of the quantitative methods and the great explaining models for its
analysis for a total comprehension. This complexity is amplified when the
return phenomenon is analysed, and more specifically, of the people who have
had a long temporal experience and, hence more experience of life in emigration.

The qualitative analysis seems almost indispensable, and exposes the
necessity and possibility of restating those explanatory models, since the base
of the research is not of a statistical character, but documentation of a personal
nature, as the very spoken testimony of the interviewees who were the protagonists
of the emigration movement, or the testimony expressed and reflected by
photographs related to migration.

The results of the research expose —as stated before— the complexity of the
phenomenon and not only by different scenarios where return moves, but the
particularities of each one. Nevertheless, in all of them we can see two elements;
the family and the dwelling. The family is constituted as the basic decision
scenario, by any of its members, specially the parents, but not only by them;
through economic based decision processes, and in stages that involve escalated
returns in the time, adequate to the overcoming of difficulties that represent a
familiar mobility.

The family is the decision unit for emigration as well as for the return.
Although the timing each of the processes are different, so are their actors, the
family plays an important role when fostering or limiting the interests of its
members, so it can be considered that the decisions are less autonomous for the
return that when emigrating, even when the former is part of the latter.

Now, the dwelling is a physical element that decides the return. In fact, this
rooted idea of returning justifies the fact that a large sum of the savings is
invested in this residential project. The dwelling in propriety is the one that stops
remigration even when there are children still living in the place where they have
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